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				Case Study 17-3  
	According to Mauk (2010) “Mistakes happen, and happened more often than the public was aware of prior to 2000 report by the Institute of Medicine that stated such errors are common and often life threatening” (p.595). Jane had made an honest mistake and needs to notify her patient. This can be very embarrassing for Jane and could make the patient feel less trustworthy of her. Jane should also assess the patient she had given the medications to and make sure they are stable. To prevent this error Jane should have asked the patient her name and birth date if she was able to respond and if not she should have taken the time to find the picture of the patient she needed to give the medication to.
	Jane is responsible for the medication error. She was the one that administered the wrong medicine to the wrong patient. Not only is Jane responsible but also the facility, CNA, and the clinical instructor. As a nursing student a clinical teacher needs to be there when administering medication. As for the facility, the patients should be required to wear armbands or something that identifies each individual patient. The CNA should have also taken her time and made sure she wasn’t confusing the patients. I would have also suggested separating the two patients due to their similar names and initials.
	If a situation like this occurred at a facility I was working at it could be very serious. Administering medication to the wrong patient can be life threatening and it is not the patients fault, it is the one who administered it. According to Kuitunen and Kuisma (2008) “Medication errors are associated with considerable patient morbidity and mortality. It has been estimated that 1– 2% of inpatients in the USA are harmed by such errors” (p. 770).  If mistakes like these occur often it can result in being fired from the facility and result in legal issues. The patient needs to be able to trust the nurse to do their job correctly in order to feel safe and cared for. Mauk (2010) states “Nurses as patient advocates, also bear responsibility for effective communication of a patients preferences through documentation and reporting processes” (p. 595). Nurses need to communicate with their patients and get to know them in order to provide safe, quality care.
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	When preparing to work for older adults I have to remember to be patient and understanding. Unfortunately, I cannot relate to the older population right now but I do know that I have to learn ways to communicate and understand what they are going through. Providing quality care and communicating with them on their individual learning needs will help me better understand their needs and wants when preparing my plan of care for them. According to Mauk (2010) “The Death with Dignity Act specifically disallows lethal injection, mercy killing, or active euthanasia and protects those who participate in the process from liability and criminal prosecution” (p. 595). I personally believe that purposely ending one’s life violates the code of ethics for nurses. Nurses and doctors are doing all they can to keep their patients stable and who knows, maybe with in a year they will find a cure for their terminal disease that they are suffering. We do not know what cures will come to us and I think assisted suicide is just morally unethical. 
	For the elderly patient that denies being at risk for serious injuries, I would assess her myself. I would ask her why she feels she is not at risk and what we can do to help. I would also monitor her during her stay upon admission and see if she truly needs to be at risk for injury. 
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