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INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL IN HEALTHCARE
The national guideline clearinghouse provided a protocol to prevent and control healthcare associated infections in primary and community care. The population that this protocol targets are all adults and children receiving healthcare where standard infection control and precautions apply in primary and community care, as well as healthcare professionals, family members and careers who provide healthcare in these same settings ( National Guideline Clearinghouse 2012).
	The protocol has interventions and practice considerations to aid in the prevention and control of infection in the healthcare setting. These interventions are specific to hand hygiene, the use of personal protective equipment, the use and disposal of sharps, waste, catheter care for patients with long term catheters, care during eternal feedings and caring for patients with central venous catheters. The guidelines for hand hygiene include proper hand washing techniques and using decontaminating agents such as liquid soaps and alcohol rubs. Ensuring that hands remain free of decontamination throughout clinical work, and the use emollient hand cream to protect hands form from adverse effecteffects of hand decontamination practice. Personal protective equipment includes the proper use of gloves, aprons and gowns, facemasks, eye protection and respiratory protection. The protocol for proper use and disposal of sharps include using safety needles and safe handling procedures. Sharps should be immediately discarded in the appropriate waste container and staff should have proper training in the correct technique and disposal of sharps.  Considerations for proper waste disposal include segregating the waste into appropriate color codedcolored waste containers. Labeling should be in accordance with the national and local policies. Healthcare professionals should be educated on the correct handling, storage and disposal of healthcare waste (National Guideline Clearinghouse 2012). 
Patients that have long term catheters, their caregivers and healthcare professionals should be educated about the proper care of catheters. .Poor sentence structure. Health care providers should be educated on the care of long term catheter use….. The patients need for catheterization should be assessed, and the proper catheter and system should be used (indwelling, catheter valve vs. drainage bag). The proper techniques should be used with catheter insertion by either a healthcare professional or the patient in the case of self-catheterization.  Catheter maintenance techniques should be used and taught as well. When caring for eternal feeding, education on the technique should be provided provide to healthcare workers and families. This information should include preparation and storage, and administration of feeds, proper care of insertion site and placement and care of an enteral  feeding…. enteral feeding tube should be taught as well.  In regards to patients with central venous catheters the healthcare workers and patient should be educated about caring for the central venous catheter. General asepsis techniques should be used when caring for the catheter site (National Guideline Clearinghouse 2012). 
	The infection preventions and control protocol in healthcare- associated infections in primary and community healthcare,implemented by the national guideline clearinghouse is important to nurses and patients because it aides in decreasing the number of infections that are healthcare acquired. In the healthcare setting workers and patients encounter numerous amounts of germgerms  and bacteria that may lead to infections.  Having the proper education about preventive methods will assist in controlling the amount of infections that are spread to patients and healthcare workers. Implementation of this protocol will provide adequate education to the patient and healthcare workers about the things that can become contaminated and lead to an increase in healthcare associated infections. This protocol provides the nurses with guidelines about what to pay special attention to when providing care to the specific cases that were previously defined in the paper. (Hand hygiene, personal protective equipment, waste etc.)
	The role of hand hygiene in healthcare –associated infection prevention explains how “healthcare workers hands are the most common vehicle of healthcare- associated pathogens from patient to patient within a healthcare environment” (Allegranzi ,Pittet 2009). Proper hand hygiene is considered the leasing measure for preventing the spread of antimicrobial resistance and reducing healthcare- associated infections. This study aimed to increase the compliance among healthcare workers in hand hygiene and the use of alcohol based hand rubrubs as a disinfectant. The center for disease control (CDC) and the world health organization (WHO) have embraced alcohol based hand rub as a hand hygiene guideline based on the evidence that it provides better microbiological efficacy and required less time to reach the desired effect  (Allegranzi ,Pittet 2009).  
Controversy occurs with the alcohol based hand rub in relation to clostridium difficile (C. difficile) contamination.  The spore forming pathogens in CDIFF are more likely to be removed with the friction of rubbing ones hands together when washing hands with antimicrobial soap. Alcohol based rubs have been blamed for the increase in C. difficile outbreaks in the United States regardless of the fact that the C. difficile outbreak occurred before the wide use of alcohol based hand rubrubs were  was implemented (Allegranzi ,Pittet 2009). The research article gathered information from multiple specialty fields over from 1977-2008. The researcher examined the compliance and interventions implemented during that time. The data is presented in chart format.
According to the IDSA (2010) guidelines catheter bacteriuria is the most common hospital-associated infection worldwide. This bacterium is most common due to the inappropriate use of catheters in hospitals and long term care facilities.  Healthcare personnel and other expenses are used to aid in controlling the spread of these hospital associated infections. The problem in this article is to provide recommendations and guidelines in the diagnosing of catheter urinary tract infections (CA-UTI) as well as preventions and treatments for this condition. The study used a PubMed search engine with the key word urinary combined with catheter, nosocomial, neurogenic bladder and other key words. The data was reviewed and urinary infection experts were asked to review the data for any additional trials to be added to the study. Studies that were excluded were articles that did not clearly state there population size, intervention or design. There was a panel that met face to face, and via teleconference to analyze the research found, they determined guidelines from their findings.
	Preventing healthcare-associated infections (Collins 2008) provides an overview of how patients and healthcare workers can decrease their chances of healthcare-associated infections. Unlike the other articles this article examines the role that government plays in decreasing the number of healthcare- associated infections. Since 2002 four states (Florida, Illinois, Missouri and Pennsylvania) mandated healthcare facilities to disclose healthcare associated infections and holding these organizations more accountable for these infections. The goal the government has with this law is that healthcare facilities will improve their quality of medical care patients receive which will in turn decrease the number of healthcare associated infections. The article continues defining healthcare –associated infections along with strategies to help decrease the spread of these infections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The research supports the evidenced based protocol and should be continuously implemented among healthcare facilities. This protocol promotes the best practice standards to promote positive patient outcomes as evidenced by research. The protocol should not be changed, because it incorporates prevention methods for the leading cause of healthcare associated infections. The EBP protocol interventions for preventing healthcare-associated infections were proven true from the research articles that were found on the topic. The protocol appeared to have been carefully structured to incorporate the main factors of healthcare- associated infections and with these findings interventions were implemented. Your description of the research articles is not very thorough. You did not include research problems, purpose, design, etc. I see your analysis of the protocol but I do not think you did a conclusion. 
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