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Case Study #2
	There are several potential challenges the nurse would be faced in communicating with Mrs. Schmidt.  One challenge would be simply be communicating with her due to her being on a mechanical ventilator.  Sometimes patients can’t be understood well, if this is assessed, then it is important to take the time to have the patient write out any issues they may have.  
	Another potential challenge in communicating is having Mrs. Schmidt fully understand what you are trying to say.  In the case study it says that they physician informed Mrs. Schmidt that she was to leave the acute care facility and that no further weaning trials were to be done.  The next morning Mrs. Schmidt said that no one told her this, so it is clear that she isn’t either able to hear, or may suffer from some type of memory loss.  	Comment by Mary: Maybe like many others they only hear what they want to hear. 
When assessing a patient’s ability to hear it is important to have them repeat what was told to them, or at least ask questions on the topic.  It is also important to maintain eye contact.   According to Mauk, “position yourself in close proximity to the elderly person and face him or her so that eye contact is maintained and facial expressions and body language are easily conveyed”(2010, pg. 89).	Comment by Mary: Mauk (2010),	Comment by Mary: (p.89).
	 One possible explanation for Mrs. Schmidt’s communication difficulties would be that she is hooked up to the mechanical ventilator which can inhibit her ability to communicate.  It is possible the ventilator is a little noisy and that she doesn’t have the extra time to voice her opinion to the people taking care of her.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	There are some things that could have been done differently with Mrs. Schmidt.  First it is important to give her plenty of time to voice or write any concerns she may have.  It is also important to take the time to have her repeat some of the information that was given to her.  It is crucial that nurses not be rushed when taking care of patients who have difficulties with communication.
	Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to be weaned could be due to the fact that she finally has to leave.  Sometimes patients don’t have the motivation to do things until they are faced with change.  The thought of her leaving the facility on the ventilator just might have been enough motivation that she needed.
	Mrs. Schmidt did not want to “let go” of her Foley catheter possibly because she has had it for so long.  Since she has been in acute care for several months, it might have been simply too much for her to change since she was able to be weaned off the ventilator.  It is possible that she could use some counseling so she can discuss some of the feelings she might have of being in the hospital so much.  
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