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What is Informatics?


Nursing informatics is defined as “the combination of nursing science, information science, and computer science” (McGonigle & Mastrian, 2012, p. 5).  Informatics incorporates all of those items to communicate data in nursing practice.  For example, nurses will use the knowledge they have gained in nursing science as well as the knowledge they have gained in technology to properly assess a patient and document their findings.  Using a computer for charting or an MRI to see x-ray results are examples of technology that may be used in the nursing field.  Even something as simple as an EKG or thermometer can be used to see data and results in the field as well.  Mastering the concept of nursing informatics is done through the education process, through experience, research, etc.  Nursing requires a constant refresher of knowledge and it also requires continuing education to stay up-to-date with nursing informatics and research.  (McGonigle & Mastiran, 2012, pp. 5-8)


Choosing to take a class focusing on nursing informatics was an easy decision for me.  I felt that learning about nursing informatics would benefit me greatly in the future.  In nursing it is crucial to stay current in technology and research because that is what makes any judgments made while working accurate.  Without the knowledge base and understanding of what a machine can do and what the known research is out there, any conclusions cannot be entirely valid.  For instance, if a nurse thinks that there may be something wrong with their patient, it is important for that nurse to know what steps to take next.  This includes what type of tests should be done on the patient, ruling out any type of medications the patient is on, as well as using previous nursing knowledge and research to try and make some sort of conclusion-or at least get closer to an answer.  Since nursing practice is on a continuum of knowledge and skill set, it is important to learn as much as you can as a nurse and taking this class should help me to do that. 
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