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1. At this point in Jack’s interview, what other assessments might the nurse initiate within the confines of his home to evaluate driving risks?


The nurse could test his alertness, reflexes, and strength. These things are necessary beyond the basic physical and mental abilities needed for driving. Assessing Jack’s contraction of visual fields, possible decline in resistance to glare would give a general idea of his visual abilities. It would be beneficial to use a Mini Mental State Examination to evaluate his cognitive state. These would all help narrow down what might be Jack’s underlying issue behind his unsafe driving practices (Lincoln, Radford, Lee, & Reay, 2006).

You might want to also check for Use of alcohol or illicit drugs, known vision and/or hearing problems, possession of a current driver’s license, and when renewal is due, along with the amount and quality of sleep.
2.What might be several environmental factors to discuss with Jack?


As people get older their ability to function as drivers becomes impaired. Reading street signs, responding to traffic signals, following pavement markings, navigating around pavement structures are all environmental factors that pose problems, particularly to the elderly (Wang & Carr, 2004, p.145)

3. What are six specific tests which the AMA recommends for Assessment of Driving-Related Skills (ADReS)?


The AMA recommends utilizing the visual fields by confrontation testing, the Snellen E chart, the rapid pace walk, manual test of range of motion, the manual test of motor strength, clock drawing test, and the trail making test (part B) (Wang, Kosinski, Schwartzberg, & Shanklin, 2010, p.27).

4. Dealing with impaired older drivers can preset ethical conflicts for the health care provider. What are several potential ethical issues you think might arise in Jack’s situation?


Jack’s situation presents some challenges. He has been living alone for sometime, and his only son is not within driving distance. He does not have the convenience of having family close by to help. Since Jack had been independent for decades, it will be difficult for him to cope relying on someone else for transportation when for so long he was able to manage on his own. This may cause Jack to become depressed, especially because he will not be able to socialize as much, and will be homebound more often than not (Wang & Carr, 2004, p.143) 


Another problem might be, getting Jack to realize that even if he doesn’t drive his vehicle that much, he will still need to seek treatment for his condition. In comparison to the majority of citizens, Jack does drive that far, nor that often. Getting him to realize that the overall safety consideration for himself and others is reliant on his ability to drive safely is crucial.

5. What options for transportation might be suggested to Jack to explore?


Transportation options across
larger spans that require travel on the interstate system can be navigated by larger bus systems, like the Greyhound bus system. It may be beneficial for Jack to utilize the train system if the train route travels through both areas. A taxi could be used, but currently this would be a pricier option because of the individual pricing, as where the mass transportation systems are much more affordable. Some senior charter services are available as well, but the scheduling would be much more limited than the mass transportation systems as well.

6. Go to the following Web site and cite a source of transportation in your own community using Elder Care Locator services.


The East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging, located in Bloomington Illinois.

7. How did the presence of cataracts adversely affect Jack’s ability to drive?


The presence of cataracts refers to the clouding of the lens in the eyes. This clouding can blur the image, resulting in hazy vision (Mauk, 2010, p.82). The varying degrees of clouding result in a proportional distortion of the vision; the worst the clouding, the worst the vision.

8. If Jack were a resident of your state, what would the Bureau of Motor Vehicles require of him? Address the following: (a) how often a license is to be renewed based on age, (b) renewal conditions (in person or not), and (c) if a vision test, written test or road test is required.

(a) Drivers age 21 through 80 — licenses are valid for four years and expire on a driver's birthday; drivers age 81 through 86 — licenses are valid for two years; drivers age 87 and older must renew their licenses each year.

(b) If under 75 with a clean driving record and no medical report, mail-in, telephone, or online renewal available every other cycle.

(c) A vision test is required. A road test is required for those that are 75 and older. A written test is necessary every 8 years if traffic convictions have occurred. 

9. Use the following Web site to compare and contrast your state with at least two others.

Idaho

(a) For drivers over 62, a renewal of every 4 years is mandatory. For those between 21 and 62 can choose between a four year and eight year renewal option.

(b) Mail in or online every other cycle

(c) A vision test is required for each in-person renewal. A written exam is only required if the examiner deems it necessary. A road test is only required if the DMV examiner, law enforcement agency, family member, or physician request it.

Montana

(a) If the driver is under 70, the renewal is required every six years. However, it is every three years for every driver 70 and older.

(b) Every renewal must be in person.

(c) A vision test is required every time. A written test is not required, unless the license has been expired for more than six months. A road test is also not required unless the license has been expired for more than six months.
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