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What is Informatics?
To me, nursing informatics is a way to communicate, document and become more efficient in the nursing field.  It has evolved the nurses’ role in patient care and technology to improve health care delivery.  Nursing informatics has helped nursing staffs across the country to become more uniform and organized as well as giving the nurses an advantage to research anything as narrowly or as broadly as they wish. I also believe that nursing informatics has created a better atmosphere by minimizing the nurses’ responsibilities.  For example, taking vital signs can be done with an automatic cuff and cart, the pulse ox can be taken with a pulse oximeter rather than through blood tests, and nurses are able to chart faster and more efficiently. This makes for a happier nurse and patient. Without nursing informatics, we would still be charting on paper, taking a lot more time doing tasks, and wouldn’t be as well rounded as we are today.  Essentially nursing informatics has saved lives because without it we wouldn’t have the technology we need to determine illnesses, order prescriptions right away, or even note the patients’ vital signs according to schedule. I didn’t realize how important nursing informatics was until I started reading for this class; now I understand its purpose and why it is imperative to the health care field.  I also understand that the question is what is informatics rather than nursing informatics. Informatics is the computer technology and science technology. Through informatics it is easier and quicker to obtain information regarding a certain subject. So through nursing informatics we are able to better understand nursing and also use it to communicate, document and become more efficient.
I took this class because it sounded appealing.  I thought to myself, “Will this class be interesting and will it challenge me to become a better nurse?” The answer is yes. So far, I have been challenged.  By reading the textbook I have learned so much and I am excited to keep reading. Thus far in my nursing career I have done pretty well, considering I am in a nursing program.  I feel as though this course will help shape me into a more well rounded nurse, because unlike some of my other fellow students who chose to take a different elective, I will better understand nursing informatics and know how it has enhanced the nursing and health care field today.  I am looking forward to what this summer class will offer me and can’t wait for more weeks to come.
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