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Legacy of a Great Woman
During my childhood there was a place I would go almost every weekend where a lot of my childhood memories are from. This magical place was grandma’s house. My grandma is an amazing person and I love her so much. She is so special that I interviewed her and I am happy I did. There are things I learned about her that I didn’t even know or think to ask about before. This is dedicated to her and the wonderful way she has touched my life. This is some of her story. 
Marvel Yvette Eaton (Carrell) was born in Mattoon, Illinois. Her parents were Alpha May Eaton, and Francis Marion Eaton. Sibling’s names are Sharon and Angie. The first home she remembers was 3104 Marshall, Mattoon IL. She doesn’t have any favorite things from her childhood anymore. The only thing she really kept from her childhood was her nickname. Her nickname is Mickey and she got She? hopes that I do the Christmas get together and make candy and cookies together.  this name from her maternal grandmother who thought she looked like mouse?. 
Her first school was Columbian in Mattoon and she went here for first and second grade. She remembers everyone circling around the flag pool outside the school every morning. When she was in the sixth grade she remembers her teacher Mrs. Beck who made the class learn grammar rules. Today, she is still very good at grammar. In high school at Mattoon, her fondest memory was of sock hops on Friday nights. This is where you would dance around in your socks. 
Closest friends in high school were Marilyn Stilgebower and Toni Podesta. Both these girls had cars, which was usual? in those days. This made them cool. In high school, her favorite subjects were French, short hand, and business classes. Clubs consisted on French club, science club, and GAA (Girls Athletic Association). She won awards for typing speed and short hand speed. Education was important to her, and her mother made sure it stayed that way. Her mother would always say, “Don’t let those old boys beat ya! You are the prettiest and smartest kids in school.” It’s easy to see that her mother influenced her the most in life. 
First date was in the 8th grade and her boyfriend met her walking toward downtown Mattoon and they went together to see the first run of Wizard of Oz. The first movie she ever saw was Snow White. First part time job was at Walter’s Five & Ten where she earned twenty-five cents an hour and working in the basement stocking. Favorite books were the Bible and the Humanoids. The most popular songs around this time were Because of You, and Too Young. Clothing fads were poodle shirts, petticoats, triple roll bobby socks, and white buck shoes. Everyone also carried a bunny bag that could be used to clean their shoes off with. 
As for trips, the eighth grade trip to Springfield is vivid because this was the first time she rode a school bus. Her boyfriends taught her how to drive and she drove a 1950 Ford. She didn’t go to college till she was forty-three and she didn’t select a major. Since high, she has stayed in touch with her friend Norma Alexander. As for her husband (my grandpa Jim) she met him through an introduction by mutual friend while at work at a Soda Fountain. They were together two years before discussing marriage. She like the way he talked, he talked slow and had a strong southern accent. They were engaged for six months and they were married July 6, 1957 in Mattoon. She remembers it was 104 degrees and there was no conditioning?. They went on a honeymoon to Wisconsin Dells. 
After the marriage, they lived in Toledo, Illinois. In February of 1959 they had a son (my dad Ronald). Jim was working at Blawknox at the time she was going into labor, therefore his aunt drove her to Mattoon to her Grandmothers. She stayed here till he got of work and he came and brought her to the hospital. Their son was born in four hours. Grandpa Jim wrecked on the way home from the hospital after the birth and he was brought to the hospital. They all left together from the hospital five days later. When raising a family, she always tried to give them a good example and boundaries to follow. She was strict. In her generation, parents were parents and children lived in the adult world. Now it is the opposite. She also made sure to go to everything the children was in and was involved in it with them. 
The first child got married and moved a half-mile away. Second child went away to college in Champaign. The third child went to college and moved into an apartment.  Years later, after Grandpa Jim died, she began working with computers. This has been her main job and she was asked by the local bank to work for them and they sent her to school to learn financial computing and how to install and bank on a computer system. The most extravagant things she has done were to go to the Macy’s Day Thanksgiving Parade in New York City for her sixty-fifth birthday. I fortunately was with her on this trip. When asked was the best investment in life to make is she said, “Investing time in your children is the soundest investment someone can make.” 
Grandparent’s names were Marie Evelyn Lawson, and Cordes Green Lawson. On the other side of the family there was Daisy Eaton and John Eaton. The Lawson’s came from Kentucky and the Eaton’s from Janesville, Illinois.  She remembers her grandma Lawson because if you played there you had to put everything away. Grandma Lawson’s house was very neat. Grandma Eaton cooked on a wood stove. As for health problems that seem to run in the family would be heart problems, high blood pressure, and cancer. 
	From her mother she learned that if a job is worth doing than it’s worth doing well. Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do with out. She taught her to be independent even before it was popular idea. Her mother was a woman before her time. I can see this independence in my Grandma. As for traditions, we always have gotten together on holidays and we make Christmas candy every Christmas. She hopes that I do the Christmas get together and make candy and cookies together. The story that always comes to mind for my grandma and the one that’s repeated all the time was when she was racing her grandson Ryan and than she fell. The fall knocked the wind out of her. I was two years old and came running to her while she was lying on the ground. I jumped on her back and told her, “Run Grandma run, get up, get up.” This story always makes people in my family laugh and smile. As for the best gift she ever received were her kids; she loves all the other gifts she’s gotten also. Throughout her life, she says that the most significant invention would be anything to do with electronical technology such as the computer, cell phone, etc. 
	In her life, she has lived through and remembers World War II, Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Iran War. These wars have all affect her life. She is a democrat, however she votes for whom she thinks is the most suited for the job. She believes in taking care of those who need it. She is most proud of raising her family. Her happiest experience was getting married. The saddest experience was losing her husband. When she looks back, she wished she had been more financially able to give things to her children. As she looks ahead, she plans to finally take a trip to Paris, France, see more great grandchildren, and take a hot air balloon ride. She hopes the future will provide me with a happy life and fulfillment of all my dreams. She loves her family. She loves the goodness of her family.  When asked what she wants me to know that I haven’t asked she said with tearful eyes, “That being true to yourself is more important than financial gain. Being happy is what’s important. Be a good person and be honest.” I love my grandma. 
