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What is Informatics?
	“Nursing informatics is defined as the combination of nursing science, information science, and computer science” (McGonigle & Mastrian, 2012, p. 5). This is the technical definition of nursing informatics given by the course assigned textbook. My definition of nursing informatics is technology used by registered nurses to help them with their daily work day. A form of this technology is the electronic medical record (EMR) which helps nurses with keeping and recording a patient’s information easier thus saving more time. A hospital’s computer system can also be helpful when a nurse needs to research or look up something up on patient care and education. Other members of the healthcare team also find the computer and technology easier to access information about a patient or about a patient’s disease process.
	The internet is a very educational and helpful tool towards current registered nurses, graduate nurses, and student nurses. Personally, I found the EMR to be a big help when it came to looking up patient information the night before my Foundations clinical this past spring. Since there are many computers on most hospital floors, nurses are able to look up any information they may need at any time of their shift. Every nurse should be trained how to use the hospital’s technology and programs to help make their transition into a new hospital less confusing. All nurses should be familiar with important healthcare websites and computer software to be up to date with the most recent healthcare news and developments. 
	When looking at the different electives one could take at Lakeview, I narrowed down my decision to two options: perioperative care and nursing informatics. I felt as though “peri-op” will be discussed in most of the core classes. When it came to nursing informatics, I decided that I did not know much about this topic and that it may best benefit me in the future as a graduate nurse and registered nurse. This class will help me become more efficient with computer terms, software, programs, and researching techniques. I decided this class seems to be more logic for me to take since technology will only become more advanced as time passes on. My computer class that I enrolled in was in high school, so taking this class will aid me in the reviewing old material and learning new material in the technological world of nursing. I would like to think that being knowledgeable with this subject will stand out to future employers since healthcare is relying more and more on technology and its advances. 
	This class will provide with learning the input of other classmates to see how much knowledge they have towards computers and informatics. Having a discussion every week for this class will help my understanding when looking at the perspective of my teachers and classmates opinions towards this subject. Every assignment will provide a different topic that we will have to learn and understand in order to perform well in this class. As each week goes by, my knowledge towards informatics will hopefully increase in understanding of these unfamiliar concepts and computer programs. I am excited and curious to see how I will improve on my computer knowledge starting from now until the end of summer. 
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