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1. Assessments that the nurse needs to make after the initial introduction assessment would consist of a vision exams. The vision exams will evaluate the patients’ visual acuity which is defined as the clarity and sharpness of ones vision; it is measured at a distance of 20 feet. 20/20 is the term used to define a normal visual acuity. 20/20 is interpreted as clearly seeing an object at 20 feet at that distance. Visual skills, peripheral awareness (side vision), eye coordination, depth perception, focusing ability and color vision should also be assessed due to there contribution to ones overall vision (American Optometric Association 2012). Jack would also need to be assessed for cognitive and motor function. Objects will look blurry, things are more difficult to see in a bright light, colors look faded, night vision is worse, and double vision may be present.  What about assessing for alcohol and drugs? BP meds? Is he sleepiong? Does he have a drivers license and when is it due to be renewed?
2. Environmental issues to discuss with Jack would include the affects that growing older has on the body. He may have increased pain or stiffness in his neck that will make it difficult to look over his shoulder while driving. Increased leg pain that will cause difficulty when shifting from brake to gas, and reduced arm strength producing inadequate steering. Slowed reaction time is a side effect of getting older; this poses a potential hazard to the driver and others on the road. Jack may be delayed in responding to the change of flow of the traffic. Jack may also have difficulty properly distinguishing and interpreting between the different road signs (Senior Driving 2012). All of these affects could result in Jack being seriously injured or injuring other parties.

  Road markings that are difficult to see or read, complex and confusing intersections, older vehicles that lack automatic safety features, and newer dashboard instrument panels with multiple displays. Unclean windshields, mirrors, and headlights.

3. Six specific test the American medical association (AMA 2012) recommends for assessing driving- related skills. (ADReS) 
   

1. Snellen E chart- test for visual acuity.



2. Accommodation- the change in shape of the lens that assists with bringing
objects into focus.



3. Adaptation- perception of objects when levels of illumination are changing (ex. night time driving or in a parking garage).



4. Color- distinguishing between colors, imperative in interpreting stop light colors.



5. Rapid pace walk- measures lower limb strength, endurance, range of motion and balance.


6. Clock drawing test-assess the patient’s long-term, short-term memory, visual perception, visuospatial skills, selective attention, abstract thinking and executive skills.

4. Potential ethical issues that may affect Jack.



According to the Ethics.va.gov (2012), healthcare professional share the duty of keeping their patients safe from harm, respecting the patients privacy and confidential information. Healthcare professionals are also entitled to protect the public health by protecting third parties from being harmed by a patient that is unsafe to drive. Some jurisdictions require that certain medical diagnosis be reported to the state licensing authorities. These conditions are considered contributors to unsafe driving. In Jacks case the nurse should determine how great of a risk Jack is posing by continuing to drive and is he at risk for harming a third party. In order for Jane the nurse to be considered ethically justified she must ensure that the decision to pursue the discontinuance of Jack’s driving privileges is “proportionate to the actual personal and public safety that can reasonably be expected (ethics.va.gov 2012)”. Ethical issues that arise with discontinuing Jack’s driving privileges would be autonomy, quality of life or privacy. These issues are relevant to Jack’s quality of life. Since he lives alone without the mention of family or outside help, driving is Jack’s main source of transportation. Discontinuing Jack’s driving privileges will decrease his accessibility to the grocery stores, doctor’s appointments and other errands he needs to complete. Jane should take all of this in consideration before making a decision (ethics.va.gov 2012).
5. Transportation options for Jack



Based on the condition of Jack’s vision riding a bus alone is not a good option, due to the risk of him misreading the signs and bus information. Suggested methods of travel that are safe for Jack would be either a cab or an elderly transportation service. A cab would decrease the number of stops in between arrival and will take him directly to his destination. An elderly transportation is usually more cost effective and more helpful towards the elderly.
6. According to eldercare.gov (2012) the closest transportation source for the elderly in Champaign Illinois is the East Central Illinois area agency on aging, this is located in Bloomington, Illinois. 
7. Cataracts adverse affect on Jack’s ability to drive



According to John Hopkins health alert (2012) cataracts affect individuals by making there vision appear cloudy.  The light that reaches the retina is diffused instead of precise and sharp. The affects cataracts have on the eye is determined by the location of the cataract. For instance cataract that covers the entire eye result in blurred, double vision, and causing sensitivity to light, whereas cataracts located on the outer edge have mild to no affects on vision. 
8. State requirements for license renewal of elders in there eighties.



In order for Jack to renew his license in Illinois he will be required to take a vision test, and the driving exam. If it has been eight years since Jack has taken the written exam that may be required as well (Illinois Secretary of State 2012).

9.  California and Florida state regulations in regards to the elderly renewal of license. 


According to the caring.com, (2010) California drivers over the age of 70 are required to take a vision exam; if the vision exam is failed then a supplemental driving exam is required. Elders are not allowed to renew by mail, or online. Washington D.C has no specific restrictions for elders except that they must renew in person, vision test is required, written and drivers test are dependent upon the outcome of the vision, health and medical screening (Caring .com staff 2010).
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