What is important about the age of baby boomers? 

The baby boomer generations are vastly approaching an elderly age. Considering that the baby boom generations were from 1946-1964 making the average age 57 years old. As they continue to age they leave an enormous gap in the workforce as they begin their retirement. “As the age of the labor force increases, a greater number of people will leave the labor force due to death, disability, or retirement. Of 25 million people projected by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to leave the labor force between 1998 and 2008, 22 million will be aged 45 years or older and thus will be leaving mostly to retire” (Dohm, 2000, p. 17). This is a significant number of people who will not only be leaving the workforce leaving gaps in numerous professions, but also more people to be cared for as they continue to age. While we are currently dealing with a nursing shortage these excessive numbers of aging adults will only leave nursing further removed from fixing this shortage. It is inevitable that people will age but it is difficult to fathom so much of our workforce retiring. It is even harder to imagine their increasing need for health care, and not being provided it. The aging of the baby booming generations will affect many people and needs to be dealt with. They will soon be out numbering the health care providers in the field today. The health care work force is not prepared for this drastic increase in the numbers of aging adults who need care. It is important that these health care providers are aware of the special needs of geriatric patients. Perhaps it would be beneficial for all health care providers to have some type of education or training sessions on how to care for these specific patients seeing that they will be a large proportion of the population. As these baby boomers age it is inevitable that their health will decline and they will continue to need care. 
Dohm, A. (2000). Gauging the labor force effects of retiring baby-boomers. Monthly Labor Review. Retrieved from http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2000/07/art2full.pdf
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