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Dorothy “Dolly” Orlich Lalich was born on October 24,1929 in Chicago Illinois. Her parents names were Mildred and Joseph Orlich. She had two sisters and one brother Mitzi, Diane, George. The first home she lived in was on the south side of Chicago near Humboldt park. In her younger years dolly loved playing with dolls and she still has a small collection from her childhood. Dorothy's nickname is Dolly she acquired it from her father because he said she was his little doll. Dolly attended Shrum Elementary School and Shrooman junior high, she then attended Calumet High School all located on the south side of Chicago. Dolly’s closest friends where her sisters and her two best friend’s Joanne Block and Rosie Redmore. In high school, Dolly enjoyed English and flirting with the boys. Dolly was a cheerleader in high school and was also a member of the swim club. Dolly says her mother influenced her the most, she was always telling Dolly to get involved and to be the best person she could be. Dolly’s first date was with her husband Michael Lalich in 1946, they went out to dinner. Dolly never had any part time jobs, she married very young and was always a homemaker. She remembers that the average earning around that time was about 50 cents to a dollar in some cases. The first movie dolly really loved was the Wizard of Oz and Gone With The Wind. Dolly’s favorite books were Nancy drew mystery books and anything by Fitzgerald. Popular songs and artists that Dolly loved were Putting On The Ritz by Fred Astaire, Boogie Woogie bugle boy by the Andrews sisters and all of Duke Ellington’s songs. Popular fashion trends were mid-calf skirts with tulles, pleated jackets and blouses. Dolly enjoyed wearing high heels and large purses. She owned her very first Christian Dior purse when she was 26 years old. She loved wearing pin curls and ribbons in her hair, she also loved wearing bright colored hats. Dolly’s childhood vacation she loved the most was going to California with her family to see the Hollywood sign and visit Los Angeles, she said she loved it so much at the time because she dreamed of one day becoming an actress. Transportation over the decades for Dolly was always different cars, as a young girl Dolly’s father drove ford cars, and she remembers them being big and loud inside. Dolly’s father taught her how to drive, however she did not use the car on a regular basis, even in her married life My grandfather drove her around. Dolly did not attend college because she was married at the age of 23 and the same year had her first born son Joseph. Since childhood Dolly has remained friends with her childhood friends because they belonged to the same Serbian church Saint Arc Angel Michael. Dolly’s favorite memories of her friends are swimming and playing at Humboldt park in the city, she remembers swimming competitions and laying out by the pool with all boys. Dolly met her husband Michael while in high school and they also attended the same church, and were both Serbian Orthodox. They were both 23 years when they got married. They started dating 2 years before they were married. They were only engaged for 6 months before marriage. Dolly and Michael were married in the Saint Arc Angel Michael church on the south side of Chicago on May 4,1949. She remembers the ceremony best because its tradition in Serbian culture for the bride and groom to wear crowns. Dolly and Michael went to Hawaii for there honeymoon and stayed for one week. Dolly’s favorite story about Michael is the way he proposed to her, Michael was a golfer and so he brought her to the Annual Serbian golf outing and while playing the holes he put the ring in the hole and she grabbed it out and he proposed to her in front of all her family and friends. The early years of Dolly’s married life were preparing to be a mom because she was pregnant with her first son Joseph the same year she was married. The birth of Joseph was a blessing and Dolly loved being a mother, she says it was the happiest day of her life, he was beautiful little boy with bright blue eyes and blonde hair. Early memories of Dolly’s mother she remembers are cooking, her mother taught her how to make homemade cheese cake and chicken noodle soup, which she still makes today. Raising a family came easy to Dolly after Joseph she then had her second son Michael on March 2nd, 1955. He was also another beautiful blue eyed blonde baby. Dolly loved being a mother and spoiling her sons, she gave them everything they ever wanted. Dolly’s husband Michael was a State Farm agent and owned part of the branch out of Lansing Illinois so they moved to Lansing when the boys were young. He provided and made a good living for the family. The most extravagant thing Dolly has ever done is buy her 8,000 dollar mink coat, she has always been into fashion and always had the nicest handbags and clothes. The soundest investment one can make according to Dolly is to buy a house, she believes that ownership is very important. Dolly’s grandparents names were Bubba Boya and Deda Vesin, bubba and deda are grandma and grandpa in Serbian. They both were Serbian but came from a small town in Croatia called Lika. Memories of her grandparents are learning how to speak Serbian and watching her grandpa cook a full lamb on a spit in his backyard. Medical problems that run in the family are heart related. The most important thing Dolly has learned from her parents is to keep tradition and being the kindest, and loving person she can be. Family traditions follow the Serbian religion and heritage, with Serbian Christmas, Easter and our Saints day St. Arc Angel Michael. The best gift that Dolly has ever received were her two children she says, she says they were the best thing that ever happened to her and gave her the most pride and joy in her life. Holiday traditions that Dolly hopes I keep are Serbian Christmas and Saints day, she also wants me to cook the traditional Serbian potato salad and  Cevapcici- Serbian sausage. Inventions and technology advances that have most changed Dolly’s life are cell phones, she learned how to text and also the invention of Tivo so she could record all her favorite shows. National events that most affected Dolly’s life were World War 11 because her husband Michael was drafted into it and Vietnam because her son Joey almost was sent overseas before failing the preliminary health tests due to problems with his prostate. Dolly’s political inertest are the Republican party, she was raised in a very conservative family and still holds those values. The major turning point in Dolly’s life is when her sons moved out of the house and she began to join local clubs at the church and participate in the jewelry auction at the church. Dolly is most proud of  helping out at the church, she loves giving back and helping out. The happiest experience for Dolly is when she got married, she has spent her life with her best friend and true love. The saddest experience was loosing both her parents, she said going through parent deaths are the hardest and deepest pain one can experience. When Dolly looks back on her life she wished she would have gone to college, and started her own clothing line. As Dolly looks ahead she can not wait to watch her grandchildren grow into amazing people and to be there for the younger ones. The future holds a lot of soccer and basketball games she jokes. Dolly loves her family and her husband. Dolly loves fashion and cooking.  Dolly is the first person that taught me how to paint my nails and curl my hair, she can make anyone feel beautiful from the inside and out.

