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1) What are some of the potential challenges for communicating with Mrs. Schmidt?
-She could possibly have some kind of hearing difficulty and may not be able to understand how to wean properly.  Another possibility could be that she could have delirium, which has impaired her communication. About 10-40% of the elderly can be diagnosed during the hospital stay. She could be experiencing a change in cognition, also due the aging process.  When it comes time for a trial to take place, she could have forgotten how the weaning process works or did not understand the doctor when he or she told him exactly how to do it. She is on a ventilator and that makes it difficult for her to speak, so it can be hard to understand everything she is saying.
2) How would you assess for these challenges?
-The Weber and Rinne test could be used to determine the extent of hearing loss and what kind; if any.  Could even ask her personally or family members about her reading and writing abilities and if she understands them well.  If she does, then we can use that to communicate more effectively with her.
3) What are some of the potential challenges for the communication difficulties described in this vignette?
-Some potential challenges could be from old age and the fact that she has a ventilator in her.
4) Is there anything that should have been done differently? 
-They should have explained to Mrs. Schmidt more about why she would have to leave the facility.  She also should have been explained the process of how to try to wean off of the ventilator.  Instead of having only attempts to wean off of the ventilator, she should have been given information and participated in different therapies to wean off of the ventilator (Northeast Center for Special Care, 2008).   The staff should have addressed any fears she might have had of weaning off of the ventilator also. The therapeutic communication here is not effective because Mrs. Schmidt and the staff have not gotten to be on a personal basis.  Mrs. Schmidt should have felt comfortable enough to clearly express to the staff how she was feeling before she blew up.  	Comment by Mary: Need another line between header and first line and remember not to use Running head on this page & capitalize the CASE STUDY
5) How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to wean?
-I would explain her ability to miraculously wean off of the ventilator due to that she could have been holding on because she wanted to stay longer in the hospital.  She is receiving so much attention from a variety of people so she could want to stay (Turner, 2009).   She could have also been depressed, because sometimes in the elderly the lack of enjoyment, along with sleep and appetite are mistaken for other medical conditions (Mauk, 2010, p. 99).  She could have also just needed a little more time to gain the physical strength to breathe on her own and without the ventilator.	Comment by Mary: When you use pg nu in cite it indicates direct 	quote but there is no “ “
6) How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s refusal to “let go” of the Foley catheter?
-She could be depending on the Foley as the last means of staying in the hospital longer.  Once again, she could be seeking attention because she is lonely at home or multiple of other reasons.  She could also be incontinent and feels more secure and less embarrassed with the Foley.  She could even be so used to having it in, that she is scared to now go without it.
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