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Case Study 4
1) What home medications may have contributed to Mrs. Tyler’s fall?
-Home medications that may have possibly contributed to Mrs. Tyler’s fall are her thioridazine HCL because side effects of this medication are drowsiness, blurred vision, swelling of limbs, shuffling gait, and slowed movements of body parts (Drug Information Online, 2011).  Prozac has side effects that could have contributed to the fall such as weakness (Drug Information Online, 2011). Valium is also a medication of hers that could have had a huge impact in her fall.  The side effects of Valium include drowsiness, dizziness, weakness, and tiredness (Drug Information Online, 2011).  From her drug list, it states that she takes Os-Cal, so she could have osteoporosis, which could have also caused her to fall.  Mrs. Tyler is also on an antidepressant and antidepressants can increase the chance of falling (AAFP, 2000). 
2) What symptoms does Mrs. Tyler display that may be drug related?
-A symptom that Mrs. Tyler has that may be drug related is her constipation.  A few of her at home medications have a side effect of constipation.  These medications are thioridazine HCL and Zantac (Drug Information Online, 2011).
3) Would you alter Mrs. Tyler’s hospital drug regimen in any way?
-I would change Mrs. Tyler’s hospital drug regimen by picking another pain medication instead of Demoral.  The Demoral is causing her to have hallucinations and altered mental status.  The elderly is really sensitive to Demoral, so I would either try to give her a smaller dose or pick a new pain medication altogether.  	Comment by Mary: demerol	Comment by Mary: same	Comment by Mary: are	Comment by Mary: same
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