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Case Study 16.4
1. The goals of hospice are to help patients live their last days of life as alert and as pain-free as can be. (Hospice Care, n.d.)	Comment by Mary: Use organization name
2. A referral for hospice care that will include an assessment by a hospice admission nurse can be obtained by a medical professional, community agent, friend, family member, or the patient calling Advanced Hospice Care.  A hospice admission nurse will then consult with the patient, family, and primary care physician to assess whether hospice care is appropriate and wanted by the patient and family after receiving a request for services. (Advance Hospice Benefits, n.d.)	Comment by Mary: Use organization name and actually this is not the name of your title either
3. The hospice interdisciplinary team manages hospice care by doctors, nurses, social workers, counselors, home health aids, clergy, therapists, and trained volunteers work together to care for the patient and their family. They give the patient and their loved ones support based on their special areas of expertise to complete palliative care that is aimed at relieving symptoms and giving social, emotional, and spiritual support. (Hospice Care, n.d.)	Comment by Mary: same
4. For a patient to qualify for the Medicare hospice benefit, a doctor and the hospice medical director both have to certify that the patient has less than 6 months to live if their disease funs the normal course. The doctor has to re-certify the patient at the beginning of each benefit period and these consist of 2 90 daylong periods and then an unlimited number of 60 day periods. The patient then has to sign a statement saying they want to be admitted to hospice and they understand the nature of the illness and of hospice care. The signed statements says that patient declines Medicare Part A and chooses Medicare hospice benefits for all illnesses. (Hospice Care, n.d.)	Comment by Mary: same
5. Common symptoms at the end of life include pain, myoclonus, dyspnea, fatigue, cough, rattle, delirium, fever, and hemorrhage. (Last Days of Life, 2011)	Comment by Mary: Use organization name
6. Patients can obtain pain relief at the end of life through intermittent subcutaneous injections and intravenous or subcutaneous infusions of opioids. If that patient has access to a port or catheter intermittent or continuous administration provides a painless and effective route of delivery for the opioids. (Last Days of Life, 2011)	Comment by Mary: same
7. In this case it is not technically the families decision if that patient is in their right state of mind but you can explain the positives of hospice and how just because someone is on hospice they still have the possibility of getting better and may be taken off of hospice if they improve enough.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Jane should be the one making the decision in this case because she is fully capable of making the decision on her own. 
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