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The purpose of this paper is to discuss the proper American Psychological Association (APA) techniques for crediting sources.  The American Psychological Association (APA) (2010) states that: “A critical part of the writing process is helping readers place your contribution in context by citing the researchers who influenced you” (p. 169).  It is imperative for students to understand when to cite their work, plagiarism, and self-plagiarism.  Students cannot properly write a paper in the APA format without comprehending these key concepts.

Knowing when to cite can be a difficult concept for students to grasp.  According to the APA (2010) students should always, “cite the work of those individuals whose ideas, theories, or research have directly influenced your work” (P. 169).  When a student paraphrases or quotes a source, but doesn’t use the proper citation; it is considered plagiarism.  Likewise, presenting one’s own previous work as new material is considered self-plagiarism. (APA, 2010, pp. 169-170)
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