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APA Exercise # 2
The purpose of this paper is to help a student understand how to cite correctly when writing papers according to the American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines. By being aware of citing correctly, students will be able to make fewer mistakes when writing papers and will be able to give credit to authors who deserve it when using their work. Students as well will avoid plagiarism and self plagiarism.
When students are able to cite the information from a specific article, they are able to show that they have read and understood it. APA authors want students to know the appropriate way of citation. Student’s resources will vary depending on the subject of the paper that is being written, but it is always best to cite more than one of the sources that are being used for the main points used in paper.
APA (2010) states that, “to avoid charges of plagiarism, take careful notes as you research to keep track of your sources and cite those sources according to the guidelines” (pg. 170). By taking precautions we will avoid these charges and instead of plagiarizing we must instead state the work of the authors that are being used in our papers by using different methods, either by paraphrasing, quoting an author directly, or by describing there idea that might have influenced what you as a student want to write about. (APA, 2010, pg.170).
Students might want to take credit for their own words in the papers that they have written, yet they still need to take precaution so that they don’t plagiarize themselves. It is okay to use your own words in your papers, yet a student needs to understand that the rules and standards that APA gives in order for them to be valid.
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