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	Unfortunately the men and women fighting for our freedom every day are not being treated with the utmost medical care and benefits. We civilians seem to have more benefits and health coverage than military personnel. The purpose of this article is to explain medical malpractice in the military and its differences from that within civilian hospitals. Mangalmurti, Murtagh, Mello (2011) explain that active-duty service personnel cannot file lawsuits for medical malpractice due to the Feres doctrine. Therefore it is essentially unheard of to have any documentation of medical malpractice in the military. This law is highly controversial and has been fought many times. As Mangalmurti et al (2011) explains, many military personnel feel it is unfair that they do not get to enjoy the same privileges as civilians.
	Not only is there unfairness with reporting of malpractice, Mangalmurti et al (2011) states that military personnel are limited on their benefits if temporarily injured or injured with less serious results. In these cases the militant is placed on a Temporary Disability Retired List for up to 5 years, during which they do not receive benefits or compensation until they are put on the permanent disability list in which they will receive benefits. While only lost income and medical expenses are covered for these military personnel, civilians have available benefits including that as well as coverage for noneconomic damages and sometimes even punitive damage. Fortunately, once off active duty, veterans are eligible for the same benefits as civilians when it comes to filing a lawsuit.
	Mangalmurti et al (2011) reports that people have attempted to repeal the Feres doctrine several times but no case has been successful yet. In 2011 four cases were declined of being considered because the Supreme Court did not believe it was likely they would overturn their previous decision. This article does a good job explaining medical malpractice in the military and bringing light to the fact that it is an issue. Mangalmurti et al (2011) also further explains the unfair benefits, or lack thereof, of military health benefits. The issue, not known by many, is brought to light and provokes much thought and question.                                 
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