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Week 2 Case Study
1. There are many normal age-related changes that can affect an older patient. Mrs. Schmidt may have problems with hearing, vision, speech and language, or cognitive problems, which would all affect the way she communicates. One thing to keep in mind is that Mrs. Schmidt has chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, which makes her more likely to have problems with speech.
2. One way to check is Mrs. Schmidt has problems with vision would be to check if she is holding things close to her face when she reads to compensate for her lost vision. Also she might squint to try to make things appear clearer. If Mrs. Schmidt asks repetitive questions, gives inappropriate responses to questions she is asked, speaks unusually loud, or turns up a radio or television very loud, she may have a hearing problem. According to Mauk (2010), since she has chronic obstructive pulmonary disease “speech is likely to be low in volume and the pitch restricted in range” (p. 88). Also, she may have a chronically hoarse voice due to coughing and dyspnea. If Mrs. Schmidt does not seem to remember new information her crystalized intelligence may be declining. If she presents with memory problems and apraxia, aphasia, agnosia, or disturbed cognitive functioning, she may have dementia. 
3. Since Mrs. Schmidt seemed to not remember talking to the physician about going home she might have some problems with memory such as dementia. Another explanation is that she could have problems with hearing and did not hear the physician clearly when he was telling her about leaving the facility.
4. The physician could have made sure that Mrs. Schmidt completely understood what he or she was saying before they left the room. Also, they could have told Mrs. Schmidt earlier that if she did not successfully wean from the ventilator, she would be going home with it.
5. I think Mrs. Schmidt understood that if she wanted to wean off the ventilator, this was her last chance. She probably took what the doctors said more seriously because she did not want to go home with the ventilator. 
6. Mrs. Schmidt is probably afraid to be without the catheter because she has had it for so long. She says she cannot be without it because she is used to it now and is probably afraid of what will happen if she does not have it anymore.
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