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1. It is possible that Mrs. Johnson is living in poverty. According to Mauk (2010), “The poverty rate for older African Americans was 24% in 2004, compared to 10% for the total elderly population” (p. 32). With such a high poverty rate among African Americans, a nurse might suspect that Mrs. Johnson is part of the 24% that falls into that category. 
2. According to Pierini and Volker (2009), “Those who live alone, are oldest, have fewer social connections, and have more than two chronic health problems may be at higher risk of not receiving proper health screening” (p. 1). Mrs. Johnson is considered old old, lives alone, and has at least one chronic health problem. Her home situation may not be safe for her. Also, she has not been taking her medications, which shows that she needs help around the house to ensure her safety and health.
3. According to Mauk (2010), “The lack of economic resources and poor access to healthcare add to the increased incidence of disease with greater compilations in this sidegroup” (p. 32). Mrs. Johnson’s possible poverty means she might not have access to adequate health care. It is possible that she stopped taking her medications because she could not afford them. Combining poverty and poor access to healthcare can lead to dangerous side effects for Mrs. Johnson. 
4. I would ask Mrs. Johnson questions about her self care practices, how often she goes to the doctor, whether or not she can afford her medications, and why she has not been taking them.
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