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Literature Review

Seventeen articles were formally reviewed by the researchers in their introduction although many other articles are cited throughout the entire paper. Current research was included as ten of the seventeen articles were published within 10 years of this article and five were published within 5 years of this article’s publication. The review is appropriate, thorough, and organized. The literature reviewed explains that, historically, the South African government has seen traditional medicine as a complication. Yet, people continue to seek out traditional healers because they feel these individuals are always there and fully understand their problems. Biomedical personnel have attempted multiple projects to bring themselves and traditional healers closer in health care delivery. Still, the government has remained evasive. Policy makers have not officially formulated a plan to incorporate traditional healers into the national health care delivery system although they do recognize the problem (Pinkoane, Greeff and Koen, 2008).  Overall, gaps were identified. Furthermore, the literature justifies the need for the study and the problem is defined. 
Research Question 

The research question is clearly stated, but the authors do not make a formal hypothesis. The authors explain the need to explore the opinions and thoughts of policy makers discerning the incorporation of healers into the national health care system. Another question the researchers want to explore is how the policy makers suggest doing so (Pinkoane, Greeff, and Koen, 2008). These questions are, in fact, researchable as stated. By using semi-structured interviews with policy makers the researchers were able to ask them their thoughts about incorporating traditional healers into the health care system. The researcher’s questions also relate logically to the problem, discussion, literature review, and framework. The problem is based on the fact that the government has avoided putting an official program into place which would allow for the incorporation of traditional healers. There is no better way to get answers, and potentially find a solution, than to ask the policy makers themselves.   
Variables 

There is no clear identification of variables made by the authors in the article. The closest thing to a variable that can be inferred is the fact that there were interviews with policy makers from multiple regions within three different provinces. This variable would technically be considered independent. Although the researchers are not intentionally manipulating this, the nature of the test is ultimately being altered which can furthermore affect results and answers. Operational definitions are present within the article under the heading, “theoretical statements.” The following terms are clarified as they occur many times within the paper; national health care system, traditional healer, biomedical personnel, incorporation, and policy makers. The authors do not identify extraneous/intervening variables nor do they name controlled variables. However, one may gather a controlled variable was present. This would be the languages in which the interviews were conducted. Interviews were either performed in English, Afrikaans, North or South Sotho, Tswana, Zulu, or Xhosa (Pinkoane, Greeff, and Koen, 2008). In the end these interviews were performed under manipulated circumstances although language was a controlled variable. 
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