N322 Drug Card Template

	Brand/Generic
	amlodipine (Norvasc) 


	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
-Inhibits influx of extracellular calcium ions across slow calcium channels. Produces relaxation and vasodilation 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	Hypertension and Coronary Artery Disease 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	-Headache, drowsiness, edema of extremities 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	· Monitor blood pressure 
· Monitor client with impaired hepatic function closely because med is metabolized by the liver. 




	Brand/Generic
	
captopril (Capoten) 

	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
-blocks enzyme that converts angiotensin I to II, causing vasodilatation. Also reduced retention of Na and H2O

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	To treat hypertension and heart failure, prevent or reverse heart and vessel remodeling 
(Does not work on African Americans as monotherapy) 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	Persistent cough, hypotension, angioedema 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	Avoid salt substitutes and monitor blood pressure 

	Brand/Generic
	
losartan (Cozaar)

	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
Blocks angiotensin II at the organ receptor site causing vasodilatation. 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	To treat hypertension 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	Dizziness, muscle cramps, and weakness 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	-Avoid salt substitutes, and monitor liver and kidney function 




	Brand/Generic
	
metroprolol (Lopressor)

	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
Inhibits stimulation of beta1- receptor sites, resulting in  decreased cardiac excitability, cardiac output, and myocardial oxygen demand, decrease renin release from the kidneys. 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	-To treat hypertension, tachycardia, angina, MI, and left ventricular hypertrophy 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	-Fatigue, dizziness, and heart blocks 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	Education about abrupt withdrawal (dysrhythmias and MIs) and used in conjunction with diuretics 




	Brand/Generic
	
nitroglycerin (Nitro-Bid)

	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
-vasodilates smooth blood vessels 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	-Angina acute and prophylaxis and long term management 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	-complications with hemodynamic changes, headache, syncope 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	-Educate client to stand up slowly (sit for a minute before you stand to avoid orthostatic hypotension. 




	Brand/Generic
	
digoxin (Lanoxin)

	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
Increases force and velocity of myocardial contraction, resulting in positive isotropic effects. 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	-heart failure, a-fib, a- flutter, acute or chronic condition, and digitalization or maintenance therapy improves ejection fraction and exercise tolerance. 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	-life threatening heart rhythm disturbances, nausea, mental changes 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	-Educate about narrow therapeutic index and signs and symptoms of toxicity. 




	Brand/Generic
	albuterol (Proventil HFA)


	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
-stimulates beta 2 adrenergic receptors in the smooth muscle of the bronchi and bronchioles. 
-It bronchodilates 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	Asthma, bronchitis, and emphysema 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	Muscle tremor, palpations, tachycardic 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	-Make sure to take as prescribed by the doctor 
-Get a spacer if unable to use inhaler effectively without one. 




	Brand/Generic
	ipratropium bromide (Atrovent)


	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
-inhibits cholinergic receptors in bronchial tubes which prevents bronchoconstriction and mucus secretion. 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	-long term maintenance of bronchoconstriction for asthma, chronic bronchitis, emphysema, and allergic rhinitis 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	-a fib, bowel obstruction, and bronchospasm 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	-Ensure client knows it is NOT a rescue med. 




	Brand/Generic
	
beclomethasone (QVAR)

	Mechanism of Action
(brief description use your own words)
	
-restores and increases the effects of beta 1 bronchodilators 

	Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which this drug is usually prescribed

	-managing asthma that is steroid dependent and COPD 

	Common Side Effects/Adverse Reactions 
(3 most common)

	-fungal infections, dry mouth, and hoarseness 

	Nursing Considerations or Teaching
(1 or 2)

	[bookmark: _GoBack]-Wash mouth after each use to avoid local affects. 





