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Delegation and prioritization continue to be something | observe continuously in the ED.
Recently, | have observed the ED utilizing the LPN role. An LPN generally runs the fast track
rooms with lower acuity patients (similar to a walk-in clinic setting). The LPN takes patients with
an acuity score of 4 but no lower. Patients with acuity levels of 3, 2, or 1 are delegated only to
RNs, as many care measures may be out of the LPN’s scope of practice or skillset. This role is
very beneficial to have in the ED so that RN’s can focus on higher acuity patients while the LPN
treats patients with non-life threatening issues.



