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1. Briefly write about today’s experience(s)

During my clinical, the first patient arrived at the Emergency Department (ED), having overdosed on heroin and methamphetamines, and had suicidal ideologies.  The second patient arrived at the ED with a syncopal episode.  She had low blood pressure and severe inflammation around her neck.  We were unable to see the inside of her throat due to the swelling, so she was intubated.  We later found out that she had a perineural tumor.  The third patient that arrived at the ED, was a 10 year old girl with behavioral issues.  The fourth patient came with the loss of his left peripheral vision.  I started a 20 gauge IV into his left forearm and administered lorazepam (Ativan).  The last patient who came into the ED during my clinical was a perplexed individual with homicidal thoughts.  She spoke of having visual hallucinations and other disturbing thoughts.  
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2. What is one thing you learned?

I learned how to apply a saline bag sleeve to push fluids faster.  It was my first experience seeing and handling one.




3. What is one thing you would do differently?

One thing I would have done differently is to have made sure to have plenty of alcohol wipes on my person.  I continuously had to ask my nurse for alcohol wipes to scrub hubs or disinfect injection sites.




4. What is your major “take home” from today’s clinical experience(s)?

My major “take-home” experience is that I have to keep in mind pulling out IVs at a much slower pace.




5. Is there anything else you would like to mention?

I enjoyed learning from my nurse, Gloria.  She explained everything that she expected from me, and her teaching helped me understand.
