
N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic
Lovenox/ Enoxaparin 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

30 mg 

Typical Frequency Q 12hr 

Route
(most common)

Subcutaneously 

Classification Anticoagulant

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Lovenox is an anticoagulant that speeds up the activity of 
antithrombin III.

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

This drug is used to prevent blood clots, DVT, and 
pulmonary embolisms.

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Three major contraindication are active major bleeding, GI
ulcerations, severe kidney or liver disease

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Central nervous system adverse reactions include 
confusion, epidural or spinal hematoma and fever. 

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Use extreme caution in patients with history oh heparin 
induced thrombocytopenia and patients with increased risk
of hemorrhage.

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)



Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Notify prescriber immediately of any adverse events,  
Emphasize importance of complying with follow up 
physicals with physician.

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic Heparin 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

IV or Subcutaneously 

Classification Anticoagulant 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

It binds with antithrombins III.  Heparin will inactivate 
thrombin which will prevent existing clot extension and 
block fibrin.  

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

To prevent and treat peripheral arterial embolism, 
thromboembolic complications, pulmonary embolism and 
venous thrombosis.  

Contraindications
(3 most important)

COntrainidications include breasting feeding women, 
infants, and neonates. 

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Common adverse reactions include chills, chest pain and 
fever.  

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Always read heparin label carefully to help reduce the risk 
of miscalculation that could result in medication errors.  



Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Explain to the patient that heparin can not be taken orally. 
Inform the patient about increased risk of bleeding and 
encourage them to avoid injuries and use soft bristle 
toothbrushes and an electrical razor 
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Brand/Generic Coumadin/ Warfin 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose 2-5 mg/d for 2-3 d

Typical Frequency Daily infused 

Route
(most common) PO

Classification Anticoagulant

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Prevents liver for synthesizing vitamin K, which interferes 
with clotting and warren prevents coagulation.

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Typically prescribed for DVT, PE and embolization 
associated with atrial fibrilation and prostethic heart 
valves.  

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Three most important contraindications are GI ulcertions, 
blood disorders associated with bleeding, severe kidney or 
liver disesase. 

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Hemorrhage 
2. Nausea 
3. Vomiting 



Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Women of childbearing are should have a negative 
pregnancy test before beginning warfin therapy.  Montior 
INR and assess for therapeutic effects as prescribed.  

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

MOnitor INR and PT results. 

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Instruct patient to take drug as prescribed at the same time
each evening.
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Brand/Generic
Xarelto/ Rivaroxaban

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

PO

Classification Anticoagulant 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Prophylaxis of DVT, treatment and secondary prevention 
of DVT and stroke prevention in atrial fibrilation.  

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Artificial heart valve surgery 
2. Severe liver disease 
3. Increased risk of bleeding due to clotting disorder



Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. More likely to bruise more easy 
2. It may take longer for bleeding to stop 
3. Increase risk for bleeding, which can be serious

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

It is used to reduce the risk of systemic embolism and 
stroke and should not be given to patient with moderate or 
severe hepatic impairment.

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Monitor creatinine 

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Emphasize the importance of taking medication as 
prescribed.  
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Brand/Generic Epogen/ Epoetin Alfa 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Cancer chemotherapy adult: 150-300 units/kg 
Chronic kidney disease adults: 50-100 units/kg 

Typical Frequency Chronic kidney disease-  Adults-three times daily 
Cancer Chemotherapy-  Adults- three times weekly 1 mon 
to 12 y, 600 units/ kg IV, sub 

Route
(most common) Intravenous or Subcutaneous 

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)



Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Headache
2. Body aches
3. Diarrhea 

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)
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Brand/Generic -statin family 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification



Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic Aspirin 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

325 to 650 mg

Typical Frequency Q4hr 



Route
(most common) PO

Classification Anti-inflammatory, antiplatelet, antipyretic, nonopioid 
analgesic 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Blocks the enzyme needed for prostaglandin synthesis.  
When the inhibition of prostaglandins causes inflammatory
symptoms to subside,  This we cause pain to be relived 
because of pain transmission from periphery to the spinal 
cord.  In the hypothalamus aspirin causes peripheral 
vasodilation, heat loss and diaphoresis.  

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Prescribed to relieve mild  pain or fever

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Allergy to tartrazine dye, bleeding problems and asthma

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Confusion 
2. CNS depression 
3. Hearing loss

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Ask client about tinnitus 

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Advise parents not to give aspirin to a child with 
chickenpox or flu symptoms because of risk of Reye’s 
syndrome
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Brand/Generic
Zetia/ ezetimibe

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification antihypercholesterolemic 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Prescribed to treat heterozygous familial and nonfamilial 
hypercholesterolemia or homozygous sitosterolemia

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Active hepatic dysfunction
2. hypersensitivity to ezetimbe or its components

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Depression 
2. Dizziness 
3. Fatigue 

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Montor liver enzymes before and during ezetimibe therapy

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Monitor liver enzymes



Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Instruct patient to follow a low-cholesterol diet. 
Advice client to report unexplained muscle pain, 
tenderness.  
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Brand/Generic
Welchol 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

PO 

Classification Bile acid sequestrant 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

In the intestine Welchol binds with bile acids which will 
prevent their absorption and will be excreted in feces.

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Use in adjunction to diet and exercise to improve glycemic

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Blood dyscrasia 
2. Hypersensitivity to colchicine or its components
3. Serious cardiac conditions

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Peripheral neuropathy 
2. Abdominal pain
3. Anorexia 

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Stop cochincine if patient develops evidence to toxicity 



Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Aq1 1. Patient should take medication with meals and drink 
plenty of fluids
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Brand/Generic Fibrates (-fibrozil)

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)



Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)
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Brand/Generic
Remicade/infliximab 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

3mg

Typical Frequency Infused over 2 hrs

Route
(most common)

IV infusion 

Classification Anti inflammatory 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Prevents TNF-alpha from binding with it receptors.  

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

To control moderate to sever crohns disease and long term 

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Breast feeding
2. Hypersensitivity to infliximab
3. Monitor for severe heart failure.  



Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Chills
2. Fatigue 
3. Fever

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Infliximab therapy shouldn’t be started in patients with 
active infections.  

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Monito liver function 

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

May take up between 1 to 2 weeks to see effect 

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic Adalimumab/ Humira 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

40mg 

Typical Frequency Every other week 

Route
(most common)

Subcutaneous 

Classification TNF blocker

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Prevents TNF-alpha from binding with it receptors, which 
TNF-alpha can’t produce proinlfammatory cytokines and 
endothelial permeability.

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Patient with rheumatoid arthritis 



Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Active infection 
2. Breastfeeding 
3. Hypersensitivity to adalimumab or its components

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Confusion 
2. CVA 
3. Headace

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Use cautiously in patients with recurrent infections

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Lab work 

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Explain to patient first injection must be taken with 
physician present 
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Brand/Generic Enebrel entanercept 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

50 mg 

Typical Frequency Once a week 

Route
(most common)

Subcutaneous 

Classification Disease-modifying antirheumatoid drug 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reduces point inflammation by binding with TNF.



Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

To reduce signs and symptoms of psoriatic pr rheumatoid 
athritis 

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Hypersentivity to entanjrcept
2. Sepsis 
3. Hypersentivity to hamster protein

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Asthenia 
2. Chills 
3. Demyelination 

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Screen patients for latent tuberculosis with a skin test 
before starting therapy

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Teach patient of proper injection technique 
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Brand/Generic  Methotrexate robin 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

1, 500 mg 

Typical Frequency 4 times daily for 2-3 days

Route
(most common)

Tablets 



Classification
Skeletal muscle relaxant 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Depresses CNS which leads to sedation 

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

To relieve discomfort caused by acute painful 
musculoskeletal conditions.  

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Renal disease 
2. Hypersensitivity to methocarbamol

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Dizziness 
2. Fever
3. Drowsiness

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Monitor IV site for phlebitis 

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Make sure muscle spasms are relieved 

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Take drug as prescribed 

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic  Sandimmune (cyclosporine)

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

 12 to 15 mg/kg 



Typical Frequency Daily 

Route
(most common)

Oral, IV

Classification  Antipsoriatic, anti rheumatic, immunosuprressant 

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Cause suppression of the immune system by inhibiting the 
proliferation of T lymphocytes

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

To prevent or treat organ rejection 

Contraindications
(3 most important)

1. Abnormal renal function 
2. Neoplastic diseases 
3. Uncontrolled hypertension 

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

1. Altered level of conciousness 
2. Confusion 
3. Headache

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Be aware that rapid IV infusion may cause acute 
nephrotoxicity 

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Organ not being rejected 

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

Instruct patient to take medication at the same time each 
day 
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Brand/Generic Profraf tacrolimus 

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)



Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)



Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)



Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)



Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed



Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)



Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification



Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency



Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose



Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic



Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)



N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)



Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)



Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)



Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)



Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)

Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed



Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)

N322 Drug Card Template

Brand/Generic

Typical Prescribed 
Dose

Typical Frequency

Route
(most common)

Classification

Mechanism of Action
(brief description use 
your own words)



Reasons Prescribed
(conditions in which 
this drug is usually 
prescribed

Contraindications
(3 most important)

Common Side 
Effects/Adverse 
Reactions 
(3 most common)

Nursing 
Considerations
(1 or 2)

Patient Assessment
(how you are 
monitoring the 
medications effect)

Client Teaching 
needs 
(1 or 2 most 
important)


