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About

Location: 1301 N Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802

Hours of operation: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00

pm
Phone number: (217) 367-3728 |

8/ Cninghm
Website: https://cunningham.org k il

Hope st

Cunningham Children’s Home is located at 1301 N Cunningham Ave in Urbana
lllinois. They are open Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm. Their phone number
is (217) 367-3728 and their website is https://cunningham.org


https://cunningham.org

Point of Contact

Name: Colleen Combes

Phone number: (217) 367-3728

from the University of lllinois in Springfield, lllinois.

Colleen was our point of contact at Cunningham Children’s Home. She was very
helpful for providing all of the information that we needed for this project and knew a
lot of information about the organization. Colleen has a Bachelor’s of Arts in
Communication from the University of lllinois is Springfield. She has worked many
years in non-profit organizations and has always had a passion for helping children in
need. This passion stemmed from her own parents fostering children when she was
young.


mailto:ccombes@cunninghamhome.org

History of
Cunwinghan

Judge Joseph and Mary Cunningham founded this organization in
1895
The Cunninghams kindly gave the Women of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, today known as the United Women in Faith,
their house and fifteen acres in 1895 to support children in need
in Urbana.

Three things have been consistent throughout Cunningham
Children's Home's history:
1) Helping in-need children and families;
2) United Methodist Women as keepers of the trust; and
3) Continuous and increasing resource demands.

Initially, Cunningham served as a haven for kids whose parents could not care for
them or who had lost parental supervision. However, as children's needs changed,
Cunningham modified its purpose to include caring for kids with behavioral,
emotional, and special education needs. Cunningham Home started with two goals.
The first was to assist dependent children, and the second was to establish a
Deaconess Home inside the Methodist Episcopal Church's lllinois Conference. A
deaconess home was no longer required by 1910. Providing for the needs of
dependent children became the home's only goal. In 1921, a new, independent
corporation was established, and the name was changed to Cunningham Children's
Home, Inc. of Urbana, Illinois (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

The beginning 1894-1910

The Women's Home Missionary Society (WHMS) assists dependent children by
founding the Cunningham Deaconess Home and Orphanage. Orphans, half-orphans,
and children whose families are unable to support them in a family environment make
up the majority of the children the Home serves. The Board of Managers expands the
original house to include a large dorm, a nursery, a kindergarten and schoolroom, a
boys' dorm, and a hospital room (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

1910-1925
The Home's name is changed to Cunningham Children's Home by the Board of
Managers. It also incorporates the facility to take donations and bequests and convert



them to an orphanage exclusively. 1911 Sheldon Hall was constructed as a medical
isolation ward and school. The nursery, the dormitories for boys and girls, and the
administrative offices were all in Sheldon Hall over the years. lllinois Hall was
constructed in 1921 with a girls' dormitory on the second story, and an infirmary on
the first floor after the terrible influenza outbreak in 1918 highlighted the necessity for
a school infirmary (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

1925-1933: The Depression Era

James White, a professor at the University of lllinois, is preparing an architectural
study to create the future Home. White's plan called for constructing a new main
dormitory, a hospital annex, a leisure hall, a central heating plant, and converting
Sheldon Hall into a dining room and kitchen with a dormitory on the second level
(Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

The building started in 1927 when the central heating plant was constructed. The
Great Depression impacts the board structure and building plans. The Board of
Managers is forced to operate as a "local board."

Cunningham Children's Home emerges from the Depression with a sufficient reserve
and no debt when the construction plans are put on hold (Cunningham Children’s
Home, 2025c).

1933-1948
After recovering from the Great Depression, Cunningham Children's Home
reexamines its architectural blueprints. Termites have caused significant structural
damage to the original structure and its expansions. The 1899 addition to the old
house was demolished in 1936, and Spalding Hall's development was authorized. In
1938, the original Cunningham Hall was demolished. In 1939, Rachel Ann Cottage is
replaced. As Cunningham marked its 50th anniversary in 1945, the War Production
Board granted special authorization to construct the administration building. Although
families continue to bring children to the Home as they have in the past, more and
more are being recommended by probation officers and other government
representatives. As more kids with dependency decrees enter Cunningham, lllinois's
child welfare procedures are continuously evolving (Cunningham Children’s Home,
2025c¢).

1949-1960

The Board's appointment of Sarah English as superintendent marks the beginning of
Cunningham Children's Home's transition from an orphanage to a residential
treatment facility. Mrs. English urges the Board to appoint social workers to assist the
children at Cunningham and learn more about their developmental requirements.

The 1930s and 1940s saw a change in childcare techniques toward a more family-like



setting, while the building program of that era focused on preserving congregate,
communal living. The Cunningham campus saw the addition of four cottages between
1954 and 1970 (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

1961-1976

The Board strives to transform Cunningham Children's Home into a licensed social
service organization. The first communal group home for boys was founded in 1967
after the cabin at Lake Mattoon was purchased in 1966.

1969, the girls' community group home was opened when Sheldon Hall was
destroyed. The Odom Recreation Center was constructed in 1975 (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025c).

(1976-1988)

A forward-thinking, adaptable Board of Directors solidifies Cunningham Children's
Home as a residential treatment facility for young people who have fled violent and
neglectful homes, completing the transfer. A former Home resident named Tom Powell
is appointed Executive Director. As part of their ongoing commitment to the future, the
United Methodist Women constructed the Gerber On-Grounds School in 1982 to
accommodate the children's evolving educational demands (Cunningham Children’s
Home, 2025c).

1988 to 1999

Samuel Banks was named Executive Director in 1988. Now, Cunningham has
developed into a well-known, expert residential treatment facility that offers
professional assistance and care to children and young people who have experienced
abuse and neglect. 1989 saw the construction of the Goodman Diagnostic Center;
1993 saw the demolition and reconstruction of the Lake Mattoon cabin; 1995 saw the
opening of the Kendall Gill Community Boys Group Home, which replaced the
previous residence on the corner of Washington and Vine; and 1996 saw the Board of
Directors acquire 17.4 contiguous acres of land north of Cunningham's main campus,
expanding its total area to almost 32 acres. The Board of Directors authorized the
establishment and operation of a Treatment Foster Care Program in 1997 and the
CIRCLE Day Treatment School in 1998, in keeping with its dedication to addressing
the complex and ever-evolving needs of the young people under Cunningham's care
(Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

From 2000 to 2007

Cunningham Children's Home started undergoing a significant makeover of our
leading site and surrounding areas in 2000. Only the most damaged and severely
problematic adolescents are placed in residential treatment facilities due to years of



decreases in governmental financing for social services. Children must exhibit
high-risk behaviors, such as persistent physical aggression, running away, issues with
sexual behavior, and/or severe mental health issues that make it impossible for them
to be securely cared for in a foster family or other community setting, to be accepted
for residential care (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c). In addition to offering a
community space for graduations, school plays, and other Cunningham festivities, our
Spiritual Life Center opened its doors in 2007 and is a spiritual and emotional healing
resource. The Spiritual Life Center has multiple offices and meeting spaces, a chapel,
a meditation area, and our chaplain's office. It's a stunning structure where
commonplace miracles can and do occur (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).
Cunningham is focusing on our children's educational, vocational, and therapeutic
recreation requirements as we begin Phase Il of our project—building a new
Education and Recreation Complex—while fundraising to cover the cost of these two
new facilities continues. Former lllini basketball coach Lou Henson and his wife Mary,
former lllini and NBA player Kendall Gill, and his wife Wendy served as the chairs of
the Coach's Campaign, a significant new project of the Lighting the Way Capital
Campaign that was introduced in 2007. Coach's Campaign aims to raise $2 million for
a new Special Therapies Center and $7 million for the construction of two additional
schools to establish a foundation of support for the latest Education and Recreation
Complex (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

Cunningham opened additional transitional housing services in 2009 within an
existing Urbana apartment complex in response to the evolving requirements of the
young people under our care. Three young women and three young men can now get
an intermediate level of supervision and support in addition to the existing Transitional
Living House as they get ready to move out on their own and become completely
independent (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

Cunningham expanded its traditional Foster Care program in response to the
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) May 2014 report indicating a
significant need for foster care homes. In only three months, Cunningham increased
the number of families and children it helped by hiring additional staff and finding
more foster parents to provide more children with secure, caring homes (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025c).

With the launch of the Vocational Options Program (Options) in January 2016,
Cunningham's years of experience assisting children from our therapeutic schools in
their transition to adulthood were extended into the community. Options serve adults
and children aged 6 to 40 who have emotional, behavioral, and mental health issues.
Through instruction, assistance, and practical experiences, the Options staff assists



these people in becoming self-sufficient. To provide a workplace experience, services
are tailored to each person's knowledge of their abilities, accommodations, and
handicaps. Cunningham receives referrals from social assistance organizations and
public schools in East Central lllinois. The program is funded by grants from the
Department of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) and the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunities Act (WOIA) (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).

Cunningham saw a 40 percent increase in the number of people we assisted from
July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019, giving 731 children, adults, and families hope and
healing. In July 2019, we established Runaway and Homeless Youth Services (RHY)
after realizing the need to help runaway youth in our community. RHY assists those
who are homeless or at risk of becoming so in Champaign County (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025c).

Street Outreach (for those aged 14 to 24) aims to provide a safe and stable living
arrangement; Emergency Shelter (for those aged 14 to 21) offers secure and stable
temporary housing; and Intermediate Transitional Living (for those aged 18 to 24)
emphasizes the development and lifelong skills that result in sustainable housing,
employment, relationships, and connections to community resources (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025c).

Cunningham had development and success in 2021 despite facing concerns due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and personnel issues. The vital needs of 794 people were
effectively met by their committed staff of 352 workers spread over 13 programs. In
2022, Cunningham continues offering 807 youngsters and families top-notch care
despite issues like inflation and the housing crisis. United Methodist Women changed
their name to United Women in Faith in March 2022 and started new initiatives to help
young people, women, and children. In FY23, Cunningham cared for 846 children,
adults, and families through its 11 community service programs and the Caminos
program for unaccompanied teenagers (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025c).






Mission Statement

“To nourish hope through effective solutions
so children thrive and families flourish.”

o Vision: To see every child thrive

o Core Values:
o Spirituality
o Teamwork
o Integrity
o Respect

o Purpose: A child welfare and educational services
agency that provides support and therapeutic
interventions to children, youth, adults and families.

Spiritualty: Respecting hebel
eater powier guide

Cunningham Children’s Home has a simple vision to see every child that they care for
thrive (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025a). Their mission statement is “To nourish
hope through effective solutions so children thrive and families flourish (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025a). Their core values of spirituality, teamwork, integrity, and
respect help to achieve their mission statement (Cunningham Children’s Home,
2025a).

Spirituality: honoring the conviction that a higher force guides us.

Teamwork: reaching greatness by supporting one another.

Integrity: the quality of being moral, responsible, and open.

Respect: the ability to value and appreciate everyone with an open heart and mind.



Size of Cunningham

e 3/ acres

e Additional CIRCLE
Academy location in
Rossville

e There are currently
400+ employees and
they are always hiring!

Cunningham started off with just 15 acres of land back in 1895 and today it is
comprised of 37 acres. Cunningham also established an CIRCLE Academy location in
Rossville, lllinois, in August 2014. Based on the methodology employed at
Cunningham's CIRCLE Academy Day School, the program offers each student a
customized educational and behavioral plan to meet their needs. After discussing the
need to expand the range of special education programs available to their pupils with
Vermilion County school officials, Cunningham decided to open the school and
Cunningham now works with over 20 school districts in the area (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025c¢). Cunningham also employs over 400 individuals and are
always hiring, including nurses!



Funding

o Grants

¢ DCSF

o School Districts
o Fundraising

o Donations

The Cunningham Children’s Home receives funding from a variety of different
sources. They get both state and federal grants to help run their programs as well as
funding from the lllinois Department of Children and Family Services (C. Combes,
personal communication, March 10, 2025). School district funding also plays a large
role in keeping their Circle Academy up and running as the public schools who partner
with Circle Academy provide funding for the students who attend there (C. Combes,
personal communication, March 10, 2025). Lastly, a great deal of Cunningham’s
funding comes from fundraising and donations (C. Combes, personal communication,
March 10, 2025). In 2024 alone, the Cunningham Children’s home was able to
fundraise over 2 million dollars! They hold many different events throughout the year
such as their Festival of Quilts, golf outings, 5k races and more to help raise money
for their programs (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025). They also
receive many generous donations from the community and in 2023, 2,864 community
members, businesses, and organizations donated funds or supplies to Cunningham
Children’s Home (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025b).



Services Offered

Short and long-term services are provided
on a case-by-case basis such as:

-Gerber program
-Circle Academy

, -Camino’s Kids
R Gl g -Youth Shelter & Housing
Edcation Center | -Family Counseling/Supports
-Transitional Living and Employment
Support

Home. (2025). Servies

The services can vary in what type of services as well as how long the services are
offered depending on the foster homes/case of each child.

- The Gerber program provides special education services to some of the youth
that are a part of the residential treatment program. It offers individualized
education planning involving trauma informed strategies as well as speech
and occupational therapies (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025d).

- The Circle academy branches out beyond the residential treatment program
and offers special education services to students in the community who are
referred by local school districts. This program is available in Urbana as well
as in Rossville and serves around 123 students. It offers services such as
individualized special education programming, individual and group
counseling, and vocational training opportunities (Cunningham Children’s
Home, 2025d).

- Camino’s kids program is for children who are refugees and come to the
United States to receive citizenship and be placed with either a sponsor family
or with family who are already living here. The program offers them assistance
with citizenship as well as offering a short-term home while they go through
the process (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025).

Some of the shelter and housing programs that Cunningham Children’s Home offers
are the Cedars Youth Shelter, independent living, transitional living, and runaway and
homeless youth services.

- The residential treatment program serves youth ages 9-17 at the residential
treatment center as well as in group homes for girls and for boys ages
15.5-18. Youth in these services are provided with 24 hour staff support as



they follow routines of daily living (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025d).
The Cedars Youth Shelter is a 10-bed shelter in the residential treatment
center that serves male youth ages 12-16 who are in the care of DCFS. This
service typically lasts a client between 30-75 days in which they will be
provided with a team of clinicians, caregivers, and case managers who assess
the client’s needs and provide crisis intervention, diagnostic assessments,
therapy, and home finding (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025d).

There are three types of support offered for runaway and homeless youth
through Cunningham Children’s Home. Emergency shelter is offered to any
non-DCFS youth ages 14-21 who need safe, temporary housing. It provides
the clients served with a structured program schedule including life skills
instruction, education advocacy and case management services. Street
outreach is another support offered to homeless or at-risk individuals aged
14-24 in Champaign county to establish stable living arrangements. The
program offers assistance in securing housing, referral to necessary services,
as well as case management. Finally, the intermediate transitional living
program serves Champaign county individuals who are of the ages of 18-24
who are either homeless or at-risk of homelessness. This service focuses on
the development of skills that produces sustainable housing, relationships,
and employment (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025d).

Another really amazing service that Cunningham Children’s Home offers is a family
counseling program called Families Stronger Together or FST. This program offers
things like individual and family therapy and psychoeducation services for the youth
and caregivers to youth who are involved in or at-risk of becoming involved in the
juvenile justice system (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025d).

More Services offered are:

Independent living is a program that helps young adults ages 18-21 who are in
DCFS care become self-sufficient and independent while living on their own in
the community. It offers services such as therapy, independent living skills
training, housing and financial support as well as employment or educational
assistance (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025d).

Transitional living is another program that is available through Cunningham
Children’s Home which supports clients as they move from youth to adulthood.
These clients are provided with a home that is supervised, therapy services,
employment and educational assistance, as well training in independent living
skills such as cooking, laundry, money management, and social skills. This
service is offered to clients aged 17.5-21 who are in DCFS care (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025d).



Who's Served -—

16,3%@ 20 YEARS AND OLDER

Population served: Children aged 9-21* s (P = vers
27.1%- 10-14 YEARS

12.4% 5-9 YEARS

People served annually: 977 in 2024
-45 residential children currently
-139 students from 20 school districts

served at Circle Academy in 2023 ey
B OUR CLIENTS

o , by home
Criteria: Referrals; case by case ’ area

Fees: None [ 3% NORTHERN

[l 7% cook coun:

0.4%| UNDERS

77.4% CENTRAL
[ 2.4% souTHERN

17.3% ARE FROM

ﬁr OUTSIDE OF ILLINOIS

Cunningham Children’s Home. (2025). Impact Report.
- - Cunningham Children's Home. https://cunningham.org/

The Cunningham Children’s Home provides a variety of services primarily to children
ages 9 to 21 years old. However, they also provide supports to children who may be
younger than this as well as continued supports for individuals past the age of 21 if
need be (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025). There is no real “cut
off” age to receive their services as they understand that some people may need
support longer than others and their goal is to help their clients be their most
successful selves (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025). In 2024,
they served a total of 977 individuals and their families which increased from 846
individuals in 2023 (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025b). Currently, they have 45
children that live on the grounds at Cunningham and attend their Gerber school.
Through their Caminos program they also support a number of migrant youth by
providing them safe, stable housing while they are going through the immigration
process (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025). Additionally, in 2023
they had a total of 139 students across 20 different school districts who attended their
Circle Academy program (Cunningham Children’s Home, 2025b). There is no specific
residency requirement, meaning that Cunningham Children’s Home will support
children from all over the state of lllinois; however, they primarily serve children from
the Champaign/Urbana and surrounding areas (C. Combes, personal communication,
March 10, 2025). Referrals to join the Circle Academy program come from the school
district the child attends and they are eligible to join the program any time during the
school year (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025). There is also no
set criteria for children to be a resident at Cunningham and it is handled on a case by
case basis (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025). Generally, it is
reserved for children who do not have a foster family and therefore Cunningham



would be the best option for them. They do require that the child comes for a visit to
the campus prior to becoming a resident as another way to ensure that Cunningham
can properly support the child and that the child too feels that Cunningham would be
the best fit for them too (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10, 2025).
There are no fees for the children/families who live at Cunningham or attend their
Circle Academy. Expenses are paid for through the DCFS agency, the public school
systems, and local tax payers (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10,
2025).



Site Details

o A clean, friendly, and safe environment for
children

o Easily accessible from Interstate 74
o Bus route nearby
o Improvement can be made by having more

sponsors, monetary donations, wish list
donations, and volunteers!

(2025). Services. Cunningham Children's H

Cunningham Children’s home offers many of their services on their Urbana campus
which is a clean, friendly, and safe environment for the youth. It is a beautiful campus
with buildings that are both new and old but all of them are used for good purposes
and everything on campus is in good condition. It is located in Urbana, lllinois on
Cunningham Ave. and is easy to find as it is just a couple of blocks from interstate 74.
The transportation that is offered in the local area is bus service through the
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District which has a stop right around the corner
from the facility.

Cunningham Children’s Home can always be improved by individuals and businesses
supporting them through sponsorship, donations, and wish lists (C. Combes, personal
communication, March 10, 2025). The website has links to three different wish lists
with items that individuals or businesses can donate for the children that the home
provides services to such as a Christmas wish list, a general wish list, and a wish list
for the Caminos program. Donations are always appreciated and can even be in the
form of a monthly subscription in the amount of $40 or more (C. Combes, personal
communication, March 10, 2025). Businesses and individuals can also choose to be a
sponsor for Cunningham Children’s Home. The facility also is always accepting of and
looking for people to volunteer their time (C. Combes, personal communication,
March 10, 2025).



Nursing
Relevancy

e Supporting physical, mental,

THE CHALLENGE...
JoserH AND Mary CuNNINGHAM

“Ohat our
home shall

forever be kept
as a Children’s
Home, hoping
and praying
that it shall in
some degree
turn attention
to the pressing
demands in
our midst, fcr
the care and
nurture of our
own,"

and emotional health of children

o Trauma informed care

e Screening

o Education

‘THANKSGIVING Day 1894

e Counseling

Cunningham Children’s Home is very relevant to the nursing profession. They employ
full time nursing staff to have available for the children 24/7. The nurses there work to
provide holistic care to the children by not only addressing their physical health needs
but their psychiatric needs as well (C. Combes, personal communication, March 10,
2025). Cunningham likes to employ nurses that have experience working in mental
health since that is such a big part of caring for the children served at Cunningham.
Cunningham also prides itself on providing trauma informed care (C. Combes,
personal communication, March 10, 2025). This means that they understand the
effects that trauma can have on children’s physical, mental, and emotional well-being
and how trauma can affect their actions and decision-making. Therefore, the
organization works very hard to create a therapeutic environment where they identify
signs of trauma and focus on providing supports to children to help them cope and
build resilience. They also provide health screenings and immunizations to the
children they serve and provide education about healthy living, medication
management, coping skills, and more (C. Combes, personal communication, March
10, 2025). Counseling services are also provided through Cunningham’s Hope
Springs Counseling and Families Stronger Together programs (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025c).



Our
Service

Our service impacted the
organization's Camino’s Kids
program & The Festival of Quilts

o We created bags of epsom salt &
for these kids to use when
needed.

o We hung, photographed, and
organized quilts.

l You can help this organization
. through donations, gifts,
| volunteering, and more!

Our first day with Cunningham, we were assigned to create bags filled with measured
amounts of epsom salt for those in the Camino’s program to use. This program helps
unaccompanied minors that enter the United States seeking asylum to transition
between the life they left behind and the one they are beginning in America. Many of
these kids have traveled to this country on foot, leaving lasting scars and aching
muscles. At Cunningham, these kids are able to take multiple epsom salt baths a day
to help alleviate their pain. By preparing the bags of salt, we were able to save the
staff a lot of time. We also were able to give the kids a bit more freedom and control
over these baths. With the pre-portioned bags, the kids are able to get the supplies
they need on their own, instead of waiting on a staff member. This can give them a
feeling of control in a situation that is completely new to them. We really enjoyed
doing this project for the staff and the Camino’s kids. The second day there, we
assisted with hanging, photographing, and organizing quilts for their upcoming
Festival of Quilts in April, 2025. This event is one of the organizations biggest
fundraisers as quilts have a long and deep history within the Cunningham Children’s
Home. Since their founding in 1895, handmade quilts have been donated to the
children of Cunningham and those children select a handmade quilt that is theirs to
keep and it symbolizes them being wrapped in warmth, safety, and love (Cunningham
Children’s Home, 2025d).

Anyone interested in helping this amazing organization can do so in a variety of ways.
Cunninghams accepts donations, whether that be a one time donation or a monthly
one. They also have links on their website that allows members of the community to
purchase various items off of a variety of wishlists. The website has general wishlists



filled with items that can be purchased and delivered to the Cunningham’s Urbana
campus. They also have a link to an Amazon.com wishlist where interested people
can purchase items to be shipped directly to the facility. Other ways to give back to
this organization is through the donation of stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. More
information about this can be found on their website: https://cunningham.org/ .
Volunteers are always needed and welcome at Cunningham, so this would be a great
way to get involved. Another way to get involved is by making a quilt. As mentioned
above, one of the organization’s biggest fundraisers is the Festival of Quilts. This
festival takes place on April 4th and April 5th of this year and many beautiful quilts will
be available for purchase. All proceeds will go back to the foundation to support the
wonderful work they are doing. A bake sale, gift shop, and campus tours will also be
available during the Festival of Quilts (C. Combes, personal communication, March
10, 2025).



https://cunningham.org/

Looking to the Future

o The organization needs more funding,
more staff, and more volunteers.

o The children under the care of
Cunninghams need more supplies.

o The organization is always looking
towards to future and improving the
lives of children across the country.

When we asked Colleen about the future needs of the organization, she responded
that they always need more funds. The more funds available to them, the more they
can do to support children in need.

When asked about what the children needed, Colleen said they needed more
supplies. This can include hygiene products, school supplies, clothes, and many other
things. Cunninghams always welcomes donations of items and have indicated what
items are needed most on their wish lists provided on their website.

For the future directions of goals of Cunningham, the picture on the slide shows their
goals which are displayed in a conference room of the Spiritual Life Center. The goals
of Cunningham include setting the industry standard for the way they train, supervise,
and support their team, improving operating margins and charting a course toward
long-term sustainability while providing services representing the changing needs of
children, their families, and communities, developing advanced competencies in
trauma-informed care and family engagement, and rebranding Cunningham to include
their diverse service array and convey the positive impact they have in the
community.
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