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he Eastern Illinois Foodbank: Literature Review
	The Eastern Illinois Foodbank, a partner of Feeding America and located in Champaign, IL, is a primary source for many people across 18 Eastern Illinois counties who face hunger (Eastern Illinois Foodbank, 2023). The food bank has open volunteer hours every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., where volunteers package a variety of food for people in need. Every Saturday, the mobile food bank, the foodmobile, will travel to different counties, serving the food to different communities. Selecting this organization and volunteering here on September 19, September 29, and October 3 was a simple decision because of the immense impact that this facility makes to a vast group of people every week. Whether volunteering in the warehouse packaging goods, or having a face-to-face encounter with people while distributing the food, this facility positively affects both the volunteers and the community. 

Emily Melecosky:
An Ensemble Forecasting Model for Predicting Contribution of Food Donors Based on Supply Behavior
	 Due to the immense rise in food insecurity in the United States, which has increased from  “50 - 84%,” many food-based charitable organizations, including food banks and food pantries, have become an increasingly popular source of providing food to families (An et al., 2019, para. 5). Many people are not aware of how this food is supplied to these organizations though. Much of the food supply provided to these charitable groups, including the Eastern Illinois Food Bank, acquire a portion of their inventory through donations from various resources, such as farmers (food producers) and grocery stores (food retailers). Such suppliers include local supermarkets, bakeries, manufacturers, butcher shops, community organizations, or larger food retail businesses (Paul & Davis, 2021). Many retailers donate perishables when they have a surplus in inventory or products with a shelf life that is about to reach their expiration dates. By receiving this food, food banks can often distribute an abundance of this food rapidly. For food banks to be able to use the donated food saves the retail stores from experiencing an exponential financial loss by having the food eventually thrown out; instead, this donation can be used for a good cause of providing food for people who need it. 

The Food Bank: A Safety-Net in Place of Welfare Security in Times of Austerity and the Covid-19 Crisis
The Covid-19 pandemic has negatively affected many communities and organizations, as many were impacted financially. Food banks around the world were no exception to this economic crisis. Many families soon found themselves without a job, causing food insecurity to reach an overall high. Due to the pandemic lockdown and health regulations, many people and local businesses who once donated religiously to these charities soon stopped and closed their doors. Food banks, including the Eastern Illinois Foodbank (EIF), soon noticed a decrease in donations but a rise in families seeking assistance from their services, as many experienced income shortages (Beck & Gwilym, 2022). Despite the struggles faced during the pandemic, many food banks still continued to serve the community.
Due to the decreased supplies, larger organizations, such as SamsClub, Nestle, and PepsiCo, contacted food banks to help donate food, bottled water, and funds (Barman et al., 2021). Even though EIF noticed an overall decrease in donations, SamsClub in Champaign and Bloomington, Il, increased their contribution to help show their support amidst the pandemic and soon became EIF’s most significant contributor (Daly, 2022). The need for donations is more preeminent than ever, as many food banks, including EIF, rely on larger organizations to provide food since there is still a lack of donations compared to pre-pandemic times. Without the generosity of these corporate organizations, many food banks would not have been able to assist such a large population both during COVID-19 and now.
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