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PROCEDURE Name Cardiac Catheterization

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

Description of Procedure

A procedure to examine how well your heart is working.

Indications

- coronary artery disease (CAD)

- measuring the hemodynamics in
the right/left sides of the heart

- evaluate the left ventricle
function

- evaluation/treatment of cardiac
arrhythmias

- evaluation/treatment of valvular

Outcomes/Evaluation

- shows where arteries are
blocked

- angioplasty opens the blood flow
- may cause congenital heart
defects

Potential Complications

- may need a blood transfusion d/t
blood loss

- allergic reaction to x-ray dye

- stroke

- pain

- bruising at cath site

- possible blockage of groin artery

ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATES

CONSIDERATIONS

Nursing Interventions (pre, intra, post)

- perform a nursing hx & exam
- assess for s/s of infection

- check for allergies to iodine &
shellfish

- provide client teaching

- explain the procedure

- obtain baseline VS

Client Education

- Explain the procedure and that

the client may be awake but will
be given medication to keep them
comfortable.

- Will be NPO following the
procedure for at least 2 hours

- Will need to lie flat for at least

Nursing Interventions

- Monitor VS frequently

- Observe insertion site for signs
of hematoma or blood loss

- Check client's skin color,
temperature, & peripheral pulses
below the site

- Enforce bedrest for 6-8 hours

- Resume meds per physician's
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