
What members of the interprofessional health care team provide 
palliative/hospice care, and what roles do they play?

Palliative and Hospice care involves interdisciplinary team that consist of the 
following: 
Medical Care provider. The Medical provider work closely with the registered 
nurse and prescribes needed medication and treatment, and specializes in 
symptom management and dealing with stress in palliative care. Additionally, 
the provider answers questions that the patient and their family may have. 
Nursing Staff. The nurses provide direct care to the client and carry out 
medical orders from the provider, provide services that promote the highest 
level of comfort for the client, and are responsible for coordinating the overall 
care. Nurses can be educators, counselors, and facilitators. 
Social services. A social worker provides the client and their family with the 
available resources, services, and referrals that may help manage stress and 
provide support in a crisis situation. 
Volunteer and Bereavement support. They can provide music, pet, and 
massage therapy. The volunteers can provide companionship and can lighten 
the feeling of the dying individual.

Refection:
It is important to coordinate care in Palliative and Hospice Care. Being a hospice 
nurse and dealing with death and dying is difficult. Additionally, having an 
interdisciplinary team that works together is significant to lessen the workload that
a team member have to prevent burn out. 


