Christine Nlandu

1. What are the risks/hazards for the community, community strengths, community weaknesses,
and suggestions for improvement?

The most significant risk/hazard for the community is gun violence. Many

people do not want to work and only steal things from stores, which makes the

businesses unsafe. The community strength: people come to the store to buy stuff, which shows
significant support from the community. Community weakness is safety. Everyone who comes to
the store does not come for the same objective. Some come to buy and others to steal items. To
improve safety in the community, parents need to send their children to school to help them
make enough money for living.

2. If your group was to complete a community change project on the county seat or the whole
county. What would be the ideal change project?

The perfect change project would be to take off all guns from the population and stop selling
guns to civilians because this is the leading cause of violence in the community. Champaign
county is facing a massive issue concerning gun violence, which puts innocent's lives in danger.

3. Community members' perception of the level of safety in the community

The security of the community is low. The business owner has 10 cameras in a tiny store to make
sure everything is recorded. For example, another Congolese man who owned a store in Urbana
was a victim of stealing. A man came into the store and got items without paying for them. The
owner took the phone to call the police and the thief punched him and broke his mastoid bone.

4. Community members' perception of personal health and the health of the community.
Personal health depends on culture and beliefs. This business owner believes that she is healthy
when exerting, drinking a lot of water, and eating healthy. Looking at the community seems like
everyone is healthy. However, most people have health issues. Some health issues found in the
the community is obese and has heart diseases and respiratory diseases.

5. Community members' perception of the ability of the community to identify, plan, and meet
the health needs of the neighborhood (intra-community resources).

The community has a lot of essentials that need to be addressed. The society needs to increase
public housing that cares for the homeless, provides financial security, community safety,
education, and the environment.

6. Citizen's perception of the future of the community.

If no actions are not taken regarding safety and health issues, the future society will be worse
than the actual one.

7. Do they live in this community? If so, how long? If not, how long have they worked in



this community?

This business owner has lived in the community for about 8 years. She came from Congo,
worked as a warehouse worker, and created her own business, which started last year. She feels
better working for herself than working for someone else.

Second interview

1. What are the risks/hazards for the community, community strengths, community
weaknesses, and suggestions for improvement?

According to the second interviewee, Champaign does not present any type of risk because he is
not a victim of any issues in the community. He says, "the community is safe." The strength is
that people always go to the store to buy things which makes his business grow. He does not see
any weakness in the community.

2. What would be the ideal change project if your group were to complete a community
change project on the county seat or the whole county?
It is essential to give everyone the same opportunity in the community.

3. Community members' perception of the level of safety in the community
He says the community is safe and satisfied with his business.

4. Community members' perception of personal health and the health of the community.
This business owner is a vegetarian. He says people who eat meat, like Congolese, need to
exercise to improve their health.

5. Community members' perception of the ability of the community to identify, plan, and
meet the health needs of the neighborhood (intra-community resources).
To meet the community's needs, the business owner donates whenever there is a need in society.
He always makes sure to sell food that is healthy for their customers. For example, Carle and
OSF hospitals help low-income individuals access health care services.

6. Citizens' perception of the future of the community.
The community is growing and will need more businesses to meet this society's needs. For
example, this business owner owned a bigger store than the actual one, and he is moving out in a
couple of months.

7. Do they live in this community? If so, how long? If not, how long have they worked in
this community?
He has been here for 6 years. He started the business in 2017.



