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Alfonso Crane
White Blood Cell (WBC)

Alfonso Crane
This lab will tell us how many WBCs are present throughout the body. 
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If an infection or inflammation develops, the lab results will show an increased value of WBCs.
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Normal Findings?
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Normal Range: 4,500 to 11,000 cells/mm3
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Abnormal Findings?
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Elevated levels (Leukocytosis) of WBCs are above 11,000 cells/mm3
Decreased levels (Leukopenia) of WBCs are below 4,500 cells/mm3
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Normal Range: 4,500 to 11,000 cells/mm3

Known as leukocytes.

WBCs protect the body against infections. If an infection develops, WBCs are sent out to help destroy the organism that is causing the infection. There are various types of WBCs and they are created in the bone marrow.
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Elevated WBCs, also known as Leukocytosis, can be an indication of infection, inflammation, leukemia, stress, and steroid use.
Decreased WBCs, also known as Leukopenia, can be related to immunosuppression, bone marrow suppression, and chemotherapy.
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Identify risk factors predisposing patient to infection. 

Monitor WBC count, as ordered. Report elevations or depressions. Elevated total WBC count indicates infection. 
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