
School Nurse Webinar: Vising Screening

Watch this webinar on vision screenings in school-age children and answer the
following questions. 

1. How does this assignment relate to the course material?
a. This assignment discusses why school vision screenings are essential for 

today's youth. Unfortunately, many students may come from homes with 
no insurance leaving them without the ability to have a proper vision 
screening.  The vision screenings at school provide an in-depth analysis of
the history, relevance, and importance of visual screening, even from the 
child's perspective. It also carries essential and relevant information on 
amblyopia, visual development, deprivation, strabismus, and even 
refractive errors. It also gives expert reviews on detecting vision problems 
early and provides methods for increasing vision potential. Unfortunately, 
vision screening is often overlooked even in households that do have 
proper vision insurance. In addition, vision is often overlooked for children 
of pre-school age. As a result, nearly 40% of children nationwide have not 
had a vision screening (Nearly 40% of Young Children Missing Out on 
Vision Screenings, 2020). 

2. How does this webinar assist you in understanding the role of the school nurse?
a. This webinar outlines various developmental visual problems and outlines 

methods for their detection. It gives relevance to the activity of visual 
screening and ultimately proves how important the activity is for a child's 
normal development. This webinar makes the school nurse bear the role 
of identifying visual problems as early as possible in the child's life for 
proper rehabilitation and preventing cortical blindness.  The webinar points
out the essential duties of why having a school nurse is vital for every 
school district.  Some schools may think that employing a nurse is 
nonessential and unnecessary because parents and school district 
officials envision the school nurse handing out an icepack. However, 
school nurses do much more such as mental health.  This vision 
screening helps solidify why every school district should employ a school 
nurse (Carnes, 2020). 

3. Identify three ways this activity affects nursing practice when caring for the 
pediatric population. 

a. This activity affects nursing practice when caring for the pediatric 
population. Some schools across the United States do not have a school 
nurse on staff to help detect these issues.  Therefore, the parents are 
responsible for taking their children to an eye doctor for yearly checkups.  
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The lack of a school nurse could affect the child because some parents do
not take their children for regular eye doctor appointments due to 
insurance issues. Perhaps if they do have public aid, the state they live in 
only allows particular providers to see patients. Therefore, not attending 
regular vision screenings could pose a problem for those families. In 
addition, some families rely on public transportation or do not have reliable
transportation to travel far for an appointment.  Another way this activity 
affects nursing practice is that sometimes amblyopia and strabismus are 
not detected early enough.  As Dr. Ramsey pointed out, early detection 
and diagnosis before attending elementary school could make a 
difference. Dr. Ramsey states, "we could do a lot before the child 
becomes school-age and had better prepare a child for kindergarten and 
grade school if we can start treatment before the kids become school 
age."  Finally, the last way this activity affects nursing practice is that it 
helps to identify children who are at high risk for these disorders. As a 
result, early intervention programs can begin at an earlier time.  Children 
who have siblings or parents who wear glasses should be monitored 
closely for both strabismus and amblyopia. Undiagnosed vision problems 
could lead to vision loss, leading to developmental issues at school and 
home for these children.  

4. What are 2 potential health risks that the vision screening assesses for? Provide 
a brief description of these health risks, including nursing management and 
caregiver education.

a. Two potential health risks that vision screening assesses for is amblyopia 
which is Poor vision development in the brain because of an abnormality 
in one or both eyes. Early nursing management might involve patching the
strong eye so that the weak eye can become stronger in vision, atropine 
eye drops, glasses for the child, or surgery.  The second health risk that 
the vision screen assesses for is called strabismus.  Strabismus occurs 
with misalignment of the eyes. This vision issue may lead to overlapping 
images due to the child constantly squinting to see objects, especially on 
the board, if they sit far away from the front of the classroom. The brain 
uses visual suppression, allowing the child to focus on only one of the 
overlapping images. Strabismus may result in amblyopia in a section of 
the brain if unrehabilitated.

5. How will the information you learned in this activity influence your nursing 
practice?

a. This information has made me think about my nursing practice and why 
school nurses play an essential role in the public and private school 
system. In addition, the information learned from this activity will keep me 
on my toes as a nurse during visual screening and provide me with 



methods of identifying possible visual problems and refer them to a 
physician for proper diagnosis and early intervention. Finally, knowing the 
signs and symptoms of amblyopia and strabismus can help keep our 
children healthy while learning in the classroom. In addition, early 
detection and prevention can help save a child from further eye damage in
the future.  
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