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Case Study 1.5
1.  The nurse should initiate an eye exam, visually checking the eye for any malformations as well as tests to evaluate eye performance (Snellen chart, etc).  Judging by the information presented, Jack may be experiencing problems with depth perception which may result from a problem with one or both eyes.  Tests to check for reaction time may also be done to further lend evidence to the probable safety of Jack driving.	Comment by sharonkeith: Intent paragraphs 5 spaces APA
2. There are several environmental factors that may cause driving accidents.  They fall into two categories: weather and distractions.  It has been discovered in some studies that weather plays very little factor in accidents unless combined with distractions.  Distractions may include any of the following: texting, talking on the phone, changing the radio station, chatting with a passenger, or taking eyes off the road to stare at surroundings (Singh, 2010).
3. The AMA recommends the following tests as seen on the Assessing Driving Related Skills [ADReS] score sheet: visual fields, visual acuity, rapid pace walk, range of motion, motor strength, Trail-making Test Part B, and clock drawing test (American Medical Association [AMA], 2013).
4. The first ethical principle to arise would be the conflict between confidentiality and non-maleficence.  As a healthcare provider, the nurse must abide by HIPPA laws that do not allow her to speak about a client’s status.  However, the nurse also has a duty to not knowingly allow a patient to get behind the wheel when he could be dangerous to himself or to others.  Another conflict that could arise would be trying to weigh the dangers.  Driving could be dangerous to Jack, but it may also be dangerous to keep Jack from being able to travel to get himself groceries or see his friends.  Both of these activities kept him healthy, physically and psychologically respectively.  Without the ability to travel, both would degrade.  The nurse must weigh which is the greater risk to Jack and to others.
5. Depending on the city in which Jack lives, public transportation may be a great alternative to driving a personal vehicle.  Buses, trains, and taxis (depending on cost) would all benefit Jack.  If Jack’s financial situation allows for it, it may be a good idea to hire day help to allow Jack to get around and take some of the strain off daily chores.
6. The website provided did not give a good, transportation-specific resource for our small local area.  However, CCAR Industries is a non-profit company that is commonly used to help those with developmental and age-related difficulties to get around (CCAR Industries, 2011).
7. The clouding of the eye’s lens often makes driving difficult.  Depending on the degree of obstruction, it may be hard or impossible to see pedestrians, other cars, or street signs.  Cataracts can make objects more blurry or make them harder to see in the presence of bright lights such as headlights or streetlamps.  Double vision can also occur (American Optometric Association, 2003).
8. In Illinois, a license is renewed every 4 years between the ages of 69 and 80.  From 81 to 86, the renewal rate drops to every two years, and it drops to one year at 87+.  A person may continue to mail-in their renewal until the age of 75 provided they have a clean driving record and no medical report review requirements.  At 75+ a driver must apply for renewal in person and take a vision test as well as an on-road driving test (Illinois Secretary of State, 2013).
9. Indiana is slightly stricter in some areas and more lenient in others.  The renewal rate goes to three years at 75, but only goes down to every two years at 85.  Written test and on-road tests are only required if there is a good reason such as a medical condition or traffic violations.  Alaska, on the other hand, has no rules aimed specifically at older drivers. They following the same procedures as anyone else (Caring.com staff, 2010).	Comment by sharonkeith: Excellent job Jacob, just brush up on APA rules.
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