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Preschool  Week 1

Please follow these directions to begin  
the assignment:

First, save this file to your computer.

To save your work, click on “File” and then select 
“Save As.” Use the week number and your name  
as the file title (e.g., “Wk1JaneDoe.pdf”). Save the 
file as a PDF.

You must save your file as a PDF or it will not  
be accepted.

Next, follow these directions to complete 
the assignment:

1.	 Type your name in the box in the lower-left 
corner of the next page.

2.	 Fill out the assigned items:

	 Type your evidence in the indicated space.

	 Select the row scores by clicking in the  
appropriate box for each row. 

3.	 Then, save the file again so that you do not  
lose your work.

4.	 To upload the finished assignment, click on  
the Dropbox tab, then click the text that says, 
“Upload File”. Click “Browse” to select the file 
from your computer, and then click “Submit”.

 

Try It Out: Assignment Instructions
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I. LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Item I‐A The indoor space has a variety of interest areas that have names and are intentionally organized. 
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  A variety of 
interest areas that 
provide diverse 
activities (e.g., 
creative, 
construction, 
dramatic play, 
inquiry based, 
literacy) are 
evident and have 
names. 

1‐None 
2‐Few 
3‐Some 
4‐Many 

Scoring note: 
To score a 4, interest areas have names and are evident, and it is clear that the 
adults and children know the names of the interest areas. 

Row 2  Level 1   
Materials are 
minimally organized 
or are not organized 
into interest areas. 

Level 2 
At least 
one of 
the 
bullets in 
level 4 is 
in place. 

Level 3 
At least two of 
the bullets in 
level 4 are in 
place. 

Level 4 
The materials in the 
interest areas are 
 Intentionally

organized.
 Grouped by

function.
 Accessible to

children
throughout the
day.

Scoring note: 
To score a 4, the materials must 
be accessible to all children 
throughout the day. 

Putting the same items in multiple 
interest areas, where they may 
contribute to children’s play, is 
acceptable (e.g., writing utensils in 
the home area as well as the art 
area). 

Examples of grouping by  function 
or types: 
o Things that fasten  (e.g.,

tape, stapler, paper clips)
o Things to build with  (e.g.,

unit blocks, Bristle Blocks,
cardboard blocks)

4

Each area has a clear sign 
with a picture and words 
describing the space. 

Areas: Literacy (book), art, 
dramatic play, writing, 
building, Table top 
(manipulatives)

When planning, children go 
directly to the area they 
made a plan for. Each child 
and adult, say the correct 
name listed on the area 
sign. 

4

Individual materials are labeled 
with words, items, drawings, 
and pictures from magazines. 

Like items are placed 
together - blocks (wood, 
alphabet, bristle blocks, lego, 
etc.); 

art items - always available in 
the art area, writing area, and 
house area. 

Nothing is too high or "hidden". 
Children can use all materials 
throughout the day. 

C - " I want to use playdough" 
T - "That's okay, where will you 
use it?" C - "At the table. I'm 
going to use the scissors to cut 
a snake". T - "sounds like a 
plan, I'll come back and check 
on you"

Beth Pierson
When looking at scoring note! Evidence (quotes) of both teachers and children using interest area names must be recorded to fully support a Level 4 score.  

Do you have any questions?  Please let me know.

Beth Pierson
Here don’t forget to list all interest areas as evidence.
 
Function: We see one note for the art item; include another example. 

Quotes are important evidence and one more showing children can move to use accessible materials in the room. 
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Item I‐B Classroom materials are plentiful. (Use Classroom Materials Checklist for scoring.) 
SCORE  Level  1  Level  2  Level  3  Level  4  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Limited Quantity: Score 
of 8 or less on the 
literacy content area. 

Moderate Quantity: 
Score of 9 or 10 on 
the literacy content 
area. 

Adequate Quantity: 
Score of 11 on the 
literacy content 
area. 

Plentiful Quantity: Score 
of 12 on the literacy 
content area. 

Scoring note: Only 
enter the TOTAL 
observed score for 
evidence. 

Row 2  Limited Quantity: Score 
of 6 or less on the 
mathematics content 
area. 

Moderate Quantity: 
Score of 7 or 8 on 
the mathematics 
content area. 

Adequate Quantity: 
Score of 9 on the 
mathematics 
content area. 

Plentiful Quantity: Score 
of 10 on the 
mathematics content 
area. 

Scoring note: Only 
enter the TOTAL 
observed score for 
evidence. 

Row 3  Limited Quantity: Score 
of 7 or less on the 
perceptual, motor, and 
physical development 
content area. 

Moderate Quantity: 
Score of 8 or 9 on the 
perceptual, motor, 
and physical 
development content 
area. 

Adequate Quantity: 
Score of 10 on the 
perceptual, motor, 
and physical 
development 
content area. 

Plentiful Quantity: Score 
of 11 on the perceptual, 
motor, and physical 
development content 
area. 

Scoring note: Only 
enter the TOTAL 
observed score for 
evidence. 

Row 4  Limited Quantity: Score 
of 2 or less on the 
social studies/social 
and emotional content 
area. 

Moderate Quantity: 
Score of 3 or 4 on 
the social 
studies/social and 
emotional content 
area. 

Adequate Quantity: 
Score of 5 on the 
social 
studies/social and 
emotional content 
area. 

Plentiful Quantity: Score 
of 6 on the social 
studies/social and 
emotional content area. 

Scoring note: Only 
enter the TOTAL 
observed score for 
evidence. 

Row 5  Limited Quantity: Score 
of 1 or none on the 
science content area. 

Moderate Quantity: 
Score of 2 on the 
science content area. 

Adequate Quantity: 
Score of 3 on the 
science content 
area. 

Plentiful Quantity: Score 
of 4 on the science 
content area. 

Scoring note: Only 
enter the TOTAL 
observed score for 
evidence. 

Row 6  Limited Quantity: Score 
of 2 or less on the 
diversity of human 
experiences content 
area. 

Moderate Quantity: 
Score of 3 on the 
diversity of human 
experiences content 
area. 

Adequate Quantity: 
Score of 4 on the 
diversity of human 
experiences 
content area. 

Plentiful Quantity: Score 
of 5 on the diversity of 
human experiences 
content area. 

Scoring note: Only 
enter the TOTAL 
observed score for 
evidence. 
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Item I‐C There is a safe outdoor play area with ample space, structures, andmaterials to support many types of movement.
SCORE  Level 1   Level 2   Level 3   Level 4   Notes:   Evidence:  

Row 1  The outdoor 
play area is 
unsafe or 
there is no 
outdoor play 
area.  

The outdoor play 
area is safe, and 
there is space and 
play structures 
that allow for a 
few types of 
movement.   

The outdoor play area 
is safe, and there is 
space and play 
structures that allow 
for some types of 
movement.  

The outdoor play area is safe, 
and there is space and play 
structures that allow for many
types of movement.  

Scoring note:  
If children do not go outside 
during the observation, score 
the outside area and note in 
the evidence column why the 
outside area was not used 
that day (e.g., lack of time, 
dangerous weather [i.e., 
lightning, heavy rain, hail, 
strong winds, blizzards, very 
high or low temperatures]). 

Examples of types of 
movement:  
o Jumping
o Climbing
o Swinging
o Sliding
o Running
o Digging

Row 2  There are no 
portable 
materials for 
the outdoor 
play area. 

The outdoor play 
area includes 
portable materials 
for a few types of 
active play. 

The outdoor play area 
includes portable 
materials for some types 
of active play. 

The outdoor area includes 
portable materials  for many 
types of active play. 

Scoring note: 
If needed, ask where portable 
materials are stored.  

Examples of portable 
materials: 
o Tricycles
o Sleds
o Balls
o Stones
o Boxes
o Buckets
o Chalk
o Scarves
o Paintbrushes

3

Safe outdoor 
space with 
areas that allow 
for climbing, 
jumping, 
running and 
digging. 

3

Portable 
materials 
include balls, 
bikes, buckets, 
stones, chalk

Beth Pierson
But what did you observe? 

Was there a structure?
Example evidence: 2 climbers surrounded by wood chips.  One climber has a slide and tunnel with a sandbox under the tunnel, the other climber has two slides and low monkey bars, there's a sand box...  

Does this example help?  Please let me know of any questions.

Beth Pierson
This is clear 
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Item I‐D Children’s work and environmental print are on display.
SCORE   Level 1   Level 2   Level 3   Level 4  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  One or none of the 
bulleted points in 
level 4  is/are in 
place. 

At least two of 
the bulleted 
points in level 4 
are in place. 

At least three of 
the bulleted 
points in level 4 
are in place. 

Adults display children’s work 
 At child level.
 Throughout the learning

environment.

The displays consist of 
 Mostly child‐initiated work (not

adult‐initiated art projects).
 A variety of children’s work,

such as artwork, photos of block
structures, samples of emergent
writing, and results of scientific
experiments.

Scoring note: 
Adults may display 
children’s work in or 
outside the classroom 
(such as hallways), but they 
should display the work 
where it is visible to 
children and where 
children and their families 
spend a substantial amount 
of time while in school. 

Row 2  Many examples 
of environmental 

Levels 
1‐None 

Scoring note: 
To score a 4, there must be specific evidence of print 

print that  2‐Few  that encourages children to write letters, numbers, 
encourage  3‐Some  names, and words.
children to write  4‐Many 
letters, numbers,  Examples of environmental print that encourage 
names, and  children to write letters, numbers, names, and 
words are  words:
intentionally  o Sign‐in sheets that include children’s age
placed  o Interest area signs
throughout the  o Shelf/toy labels with numbers of objects
classroom.  o Alphabet and numerical strips

o Attendance charts with date
o Job charts with names
o Children’s names on cubbies
o Hand‐washing reminders with step 1, step 2
o Labeled objects
o Clock with numerals
o Calendars with all dates and days of the week

4

Hung on lower part of 
door, on the wall in 
different work areas, 
hanging on the cork 
board in the art area, 
taped to the window by 
the art area, outside in 
hallway and pictures 
taken and shared on 
COR for families to see. 
Photos, drawings, 
paintings, writing 
samples

3

Interest area signs
Labeled objects
Clocks 
Children's names on cubbies
Hand washing reminder
Small group signs with names 
Names in writing area/art area
Numbered Classroom rules

Beth Pierson
It's helpful to add quantity here, e.g., 4 teacher directed fire trucks displayed next to the cubbies, 3 emergent writings posted in the HA along with 3 drawings posted low on the wall, the block area displayed 2 paintings.

The last two bullet points were not addressed in your evidence ensure you have evidence for all four bullets to score a four. 

Beth Pierson
This is clear 


