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Try It Out:  
Create Your Own Daily Plans 
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Originating Idea 
(KDIs)

Materials 

Back-up Materials 

Beginning  
 

Middle
(What children will 
do and your ideas 
for scaffolding 
children at the 
different develop-
mental levels)
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Group-Time Planning Form (continued)

End
(Warning and 
transition to the 
next part of the 
routine)  
 
 
 
 

Follow-up Ideas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Originating Idea KDIs: Children have been watching the snow fall outside and wanting to play with it



KDIs: 1. Initiative      22. Exploring Objects       29. Filling and Emptying




	Materials Backup Materials: Small tubs, gloves, snow, shovels, cups



Backup materials: cars, animals
	Beginning: Put a pair of gloves on each child. Lead children to the table and give them each their own tub with their own space to explore the snow. Provide small shovels and cups to each child and give them time to explore the materials in their own way.
	Followup Ideas: For next time, maybe put the snow in the large sensory table so all the children can play more closely together. Maybe use plates and forks and spoons if they were interested in pretending the snow was food. Keep younger children's interest longer by adding toys that are familiar to them.
	End: As children begin to lose interest, let them know we are going to clean up. They can assist by using towels to dry any snow off the table or floor, or take the toys out of the snow and put them in a separate bucket. Let them know what will be happening next.
	Children may 1:: Need to sit on the floor with their tub to be able to reach the snow. Touch the snow and then pull their hands out, grab handfuls, try to mouth the snow.
	Children may 2:: Watch how other children are playing with the snow. They may attempt to scoop it in the shovel and eat it, or use their hands to fill the cup.
	Children may 3:: Talk about the snow using words like cold or wet. Use the shovel to fill the cup and then dump it out. Pretend the snow is something else, such as food. 
	Adults can1:: Observe the child's reaction and comment on their actions and facial expressions. "You touched the snow. It's cold."
	Adults can 2:: Comment on the child's actions ("You used the shovel to put snow in your mouth. You put it in the cup."). Play alongside them and use a shovel to fill the cup.
	Adults can 3:: Offer other materials to extend their play. Ask open ended questions ("Wonder what would happen if..." or "What are you going to do with it now?")


