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Try It Out:  
Create Your Own Daily Plans 
Group-Time Planning Form
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Originating Idea 
(KDIs)

Materials 

Back-up Materials 

Beginning  
 

Middle
(What children will 
do and your ideas 
for scaffolding 
children at the 
different develop-
mental levels)

Earlier Middle Later

Children may:  
 
 
 
 

Adults can: 
 
 
 
 

Children may:  
 
 
 
 

Adults can: 
 
 
 
 

Children may:  
 
 
 
 

Adults can: 
 
 
 
 

Group-Time Planning Form
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Group-Time Planning Form (continued)

End
(Warning and 
transition to the 
next part of the 
routine)  
 
 
 
 

Follow-up Ideas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Originating Idea KDIs: Activity; Exploring boxes
KDIs: 22. Exploring Objects; 29. Filling and emptying; 35. Cause and effect; 37. Exploring art materials
	Materials Backup Materials: Empty boxes of various sizes. Food boxes, shoe boxes, card boxes, tissue boxes. 
 
Markers, crayons for drawing on the boxes.
	Beginning: Children are naturally curious about boxes. Provide them with a variety of sizes that they can pick up, drop, move from one hand to the other, stack, and knock over. Be sure children have enough space so that boxes are not falling on other children.
	Followup Ideas: Add boxes to the block center for children to continue to explore at center time. 
	End: As children begin to lose interest in the activity, start packing up the boxes and let the children know what will be happening next. As you make the transition, talk to the children about what they did with the boxes and what they saw other children doing.
	Children may 1:: Pick up boxes and turn them around in their hands; fill larger boxes with smaller boxes and dump them; stack boxes and knock over towers.
	Children may 2:: Line boxes up, stack 2 boxes, and fit small boxes inside of larger boxes.
	Children may 3:: Stack 3-4 boxes and knock them over; fit several boxes inside one another.
	Adults can1:: Comment on children's actions and respond to their verbal and nonverbal requests for help stacking boxes to make towers. 
	Adults can 2:: Comment on how children choose to use the boxes and use the materials in the same way. Offer child a small box and ask them to find a larger box for it to fit in.
	Adults can 3:: Comment on children's actions and copy their ideas; occasionally make a comment as children attempt to nest the boxes.


