Preschool Week 2

Try It Out

Small-Group-Time Planning Form
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Small-Group-Time Planning Form

Preschool Week 2

Name

Counting Insects with Tweezers

Originating Idea

Yesterday, Joe and Abby were very excited when they found a worm underneath a rock. They showed the other children
in their group, and they all began to look for worms!

Materials

Small baskets, large plastic tweezers, magnifying glasses, paper.

Curriculum Content

Mathematics. KDI's #32. Counting #37. Unit

Beginning
Opening statement

"Yesterday, | noticed some of you were looking for worms outside. So today | thought we could explore and count some
of these creepy crawly insects. Instead of using our fingers, we will use these
m. | think | will use the basket as their cage so they don’t crawl away!"

tweezers to pick them up and count the

Middle

With content and
materials in mind:
What will children
do?

Earlier Developmental Level

Middle Developmental Level

Later Developmental Level

Children will use two hands to manipu
Ite the tweezers. Count one or two in
sects. Say this one is blue.

Children should be able to manipulate
tweezers with one hand, count 1-5, m
ix up numbers (7, 6, 10) Name some
of the insects they see, “I have a spid
ar and hiin]” Follow throiiah 1intil thev

Children successfully count 1-10, som
e even going up to 15. They begin to
sort their insects by color “I am puttin
g allthe  blue spiders in this corner,
and the red worms in this corner” T

With content and
materials in mind:
How will you
scaffold their
learning?

Strategies:

Strategies:

Strategies:

Count alongside child, point to the on
es in their basket, and ask if they hav
e a lot or a little. Ask open ended que

stions “where do you think bugs like t
o live?”

Ask if they would like to line them all u
p and maybe they would be easier to
count. “I wonder how many red ones y
ou have?”

My gentle extension would be to see i
f they would like to make a pattern. C
ompare how many spiders they have
to another  child. Write how many of

aarh incart thav hava Anwn nn a

End
Warning and transition
to next part of routine

"In three minutes the activity is going to be over. Make sure you put all of your insects in this container so we can put the
lid on and they won’t crawl away. When you are finished cleaning up, choose which insect you would like to be and fly,
crawl, or squirm to the door to go outside. Maybe we will be able to find new insects today!"

Follow-up Ideas

During planning time tomorrow, each child can choose an insect and stick in on the area sign where they will be playing.
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	Originating Idea: Yesterday, Joe and Abby were very excited when they found a worm underneath a rock. They showed the other children in their group, and they all began to look for worms!  
	Materials: Small baskets, large plastic tweezers, magnifying glasses, paper.  
	Curriculum Content: Mathematics. KDI's #32. Counting #37. Unit  
	Beginning Opening statement: "Yesterday, I noticed some of you were looking for worms outside. So today I thought we could explore and count some of these creepy crawly insects. Instead of using our fingers, we will use these      tweezers to pick them up and count them. I think I will use the basket as their cage so they don’t crawl away!" 
	End Warning and transition to next part of routine: "In three minutes the activity is going to be over. Make sure you put all of your insects in this container so we can put the lid on and they won’t crawl away. When you are finished cleaning up, choose   which insect you would like to be and fly, crawl, or squirm to the door to go outside. Maybe we will be able to find new insects today!" 
	Followup Ideas: During planning time tomorrow, each child can choose an insect and stick in on the area sign where they will be playing. 
	Middle Earlier: Children will use two hands to manipulte the tweezers. Count   one or two insects. Say this one is blue. 
	Middle Middle: Children should be able to manipulate tweezers with one hand, count 1-5, mix up numbers (7, 6, 10) Name some of the insects they see, “I have a spider, and bugs” Follow through until they  have successfully picked up all the insects using the tweezers  and drop them in their basket or in a pile.
	Strategy Ealier: Count alongside child, point to the ones in their basket, and ask if they have a lot or a little. Ask open ended questions “where  do you think bugs like to live?”
	Strategy Middle: Ask if they would like to line them all up and maybe they would be easier to count. “I wonder how many red ones you have?”  
	Strategy Later: My gentle extension would be to see if they would like to make a pattern. Compare how many spiders they have to another     child. Write how many of each insect they have down on a       paper.   
	Name: Counting Insects with Tweezers 
	Middle Later: Children successfully count 1-10, some even going up to 15.   They begin to sort their insects by color “I am putting all the      blue spiders in this corner, and the red worms in this corner”.   They might compare with other children, "I have 6 yellow flys,  how many do you have?” Use language such as many, less. “I have a lot of spiders, but only a few worms”


