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Welcome to the HighScope  
COR Advantage Online Course!
This course is 3 weeks long (including the registra­
tion week). Each week runs from Monday to the 
following Monday. It takes about 3 hours to complete 
each week’s assignments. You will get the most out 
of the course if you do the activities in the order 
listed. You must complete all the assignments on 
time to receive credit for the course. We recommend 
you log on early in the week to get your assignments 
so you can plan your work for the week. For your 
discussion post assignments, all initial posts are  
due on Thursday and your replies are due by the 
following Monday.

This course contains a variety of online 
activities:

	 Learning Unit — A “learning unit” is the 
“chapter” that presents the content for the week. 
You may wish to print the learning unit so you 
can easily refer back to the content.

	 Reading Assignments — These are necessary 
assignments you need to read to fully grasp the 
concepts discussed in this class. You might find 
it helpful to also print these out.

	 Check My Understanding — These quick, 
interactive exercises will test your knowledge. 
You will decide the best answer to a variety of 
questions and scenarios.



4© 2019 HighScope Educational Foundation

Assessment  Syllabus

Welcome to the HighScope  
COR Advantage Online Course! (continued)

	 Try It Out/Share What You Learned/Discus-
sion Posts — These are assignments in which 
you will try out strategies or ideas in the class­
room. You may be asked to share what happened 
on a discussion post and get feedback from your 
classmates, or you may be asked to email an 
assignment to your instructor.

Remember, all course work for 
the week is due by midnight on 
Monday (EST).

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
send a message to your instructor in the HighScope 
Learning Hub.
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Discussion

Introduce yourself to the group.

Your first assignment is to introduce yourself to your class­
mates. You might say something about where you work,  
the children you work with, and what you hope to get out 
of this class. Please feel free to share a little bit about your 
personal background as well.

Read your classmates’ introductions and reply to other 
people’s posts. This is how we get to know each other!

Registration Week
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Objectives

Participants will be able to

	 Identify the COR Advantage items.

	 Describe the scoring process and associated 
levels in COR Advantage.

	 Match anecdotes to appropriate COR Advantage 
items and levels.

Learning Unit Topics

	 COR Advantage items and levels A–JJ

	 COR Advantage levels: scoring observations

Reading Assignments

	 “Data In, Data Out: What Is High-Quality  
Documentation and Why Does It Matter?”

	 Read through each item, development level, 
explanatory note, and sample anecdotes  
for the COR categories. (See COR Advantage 
Scoring Guide.)

	 Approaches to Learning: Items A–C

	 Social and Emotional Development: Items 
D–H

	 Physical Development and Health: Items I–K

	 Language, Literacy, and Communication: Items 
L–R

Week 1: COR Advantage Items &  
Scoring Observations
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Week 1: COR Advantage Items &  
Scoring Observations (continued)

	 Mathematics: Items S–W

	 Creative Arts: Items X–AA

	 Science and Technology: Items BB–EE

	 Social Studies: Items FF–HH

	 English Language Learning: Items II–JJ

Practice

Scoring Video Clips

	 Watch each of these video clips:

	 Aiden — child with plastic jar

	 Bing — child with dark hair wearing  
a blue shirt

	 For each video clip, write an objective anecdote 
based on your observation. You may watch the 
video clip as many times as needed.

	 Then, use your anecdote to determine the 
correct COR Advantage level for these items:

	 Aiden — Item B: Problem solving with 
materials

	 Bing — Item U: Measurement

	 You may practice scoring as many times as 
needed.

 Try It Out

Writing Anecdotes for Items

Your assignment has two parts:

	 Using four children in your class, write four 
separate anecdotes and identify the correspond­
ing COR Advantage item for each (two anecdotes 
for Items A–R and two anecdotes for Items S–JJ). 
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Week 1: COR Advantage Items &  
Scoring Observations (continued)

Put each anecdote in a separate post, and put the COR 
Advantage item at the top of your post. DO NOT SCORE 
your own anecdotes! These posts are worth 10 points 
each and are due on Thursday.

	 Next, select three posts from other participants and score 
their anecdotes. Please be sure to select posts that have not 
yet been scored. Your three replies are worth 5 points 
each and are due the following Monday.

Reminder: You are responsible for a total of 7 posts: 4 initial 
posts due by Thursday and 3 separate replies due by the 
following Monday.
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Week 1: COR Advantage Items &  
Scoring Observations (continued)

Check My Understanding

Part I: COR Advantage Levels for Items A–R

You will need your copy of the COR Advantage 
Scoring Guide to complete this assignment.

For each question, carefully read the anecdote.  
Turn to the given COR Advantage item in your  
COR Advantage Scoring Guide. Choose the correct 
level for the anecdote, referring to the description 
and examples when necessary. This assignment  
is worth 25 points (1 per question).
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Week 1: COR Advantage Items &  
Scoring Observations (continued)

Check My Understanding

Part II: COR Advantage Levels for Items S–JJ

You will need your copy of the COR Advantage 
Scoring Guide to complete this assignment.

For each question, carefully read the anecdote. Turn 
to the given COR Advantage item in your COR 
Advantage Scoring Guide. Choose the correct level 
for the anecdote, referring to the description and 
examples when necessary. This assignment is 
worth 25 points (1 per question).

Total points possible in Week 1 = 105.
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Objectives

Participants will be able to

	 Identify gaps in child assessment data and 
develop strategies to collect additional evidence 
for the associated COR Advantage categories and 
items. 

	 Discuss strategies for effectively engaging 
families in child assessment. 

Learning Unit Topics

	 Completing COR Advantage

	 Sharing information with families

Reading Assignments

	 “Family Conferences”

Share What You Learned

Sharing Family Conference Tips

	 In separate posts, please share two tips for  
conducting family conferences. These two posts 
are worth 10 points each and are due on 
Thursday.

	 Reply to two posts that someone else has posted. 
Your replies are worth 5 points each and are 
due the following Monday.

Reminder: You are responsible for a total of 4 
posts: 2 initial posts due Thursday and 2 separate 
replies due the following Monday.

Week 2: Completing COR Advantage  
& Sharing Information With Families
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Try It Out

Addressing Gaps in Data

Review the dashboard screenshot and think about 
how you could address the gaps in the data. Choose 
a COR Advantage item for each of the gap consider­
ations. List at least two ideas for filling in the gap 
for the missing COR Advantage item you chose. This 
assignment is worth a total of 20 points: 1 point for 
identifying the COR Advantage item and 2 points 
for each idea for filling in the gap. Refer to Week 2 
Learning Unit for examples of filling in the gaps. 
This assignment is worth 20 points and is due 
Monday.

Instructions: Save this file to your computer by 
clicking on “File,” select “Save As,” and name the 
file (e.g., “Wk2JaneDoe.PDF”). Complete the assign­
ment, then click the “Save” button. (If you don’t, 

you will lose all your work!) To upload your finished 
assignment, click on the Dropbox tab in your class, 
then click the text that says “Upload File.” Click 
“Browse” to select the file from your computer, then 
click “Submit.”

Week 2: Completing COR Advantage  
& Sharing Information With Families (continued)
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Share What You Learned

How Will COR Advantage Affect Your Work 
With Children?

You have now been introduced to COR Advantage! 
You have had practice writing objective anecdotes, 
worked with the items and levels, and have scored 
anecdotes. Please answer the following question:

	 How will COR Advantage help you to both un­
derstand and meet the developmental needs of  
a child in your class?

Please include specific examples. This assignment  
is worth 10 points and is due by Thursday.

Next, reply to posts from two other participants, 
addressing their specific examples. Your two  

replies are worth 5 points each and are due  
the following Monday. Check back later in the 
week to see what’s been posted and scroll down  
to see other entries.

Reminder: You are responsible for a total of 3 
posts: 1 initial post due Thursday and 2 separate 
replies due the following Monday.

Total points possible in Week 2 = 70.

Total points possible for the course = 175.

Points needed to pass the course = 140 (80%  
of points possible).

Course Evaluation

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey 
for this class.

Week 2: Completing COR Advantage  
& Sharing Information With Families (continued)
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Week 2: Completing COR Advantage  
& Sharing Information With Families (continued)

Print Your Certificate

Once you have completed all of your assignments, 
your facilitator will enable you to print your certifi­
cate. Congratulations!

Click on the “Grades” tab along the top of the 
HighScope Learning Hub dashboard, then click  
on “My Certificates” in the left-hand sidebar.

Please print as many copies of your certificate as 
you need (i.e., one for your records, one for your 
employer).

Please note: HighScope will no longer be mailing 
you a certificate. Your certificate will be housed in 
the HighScope Learning Hub should you need to 
access it at a later date.


