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Preschool  Week 4

Try It Out: Assignment Instructions

Please follow these directions to begin  
the assignment:

First, save this file to your computer.

To save your work, click on “File” and then select 
“Save As.” Type your name as the file name (e.g., 
“Wk2JaneDoe.pdf”). Save the file as a PDF.

You must save your file as a PDF or it will not  
be accepted.

Next, follow these directions to complete 
the assignment:

1.	 Type your name in the box in the lower-left 
corner of the next page.

2.	 Fill out the assigned items:

	 Type your evidence in the space indicated.

	 Select the row scores by clicking in the  
appropriate box for each row. 

3.	 Then, save the file again so that you do not  
lose your work. 

4.	 To upload your finished assignment, click on  
the Dropbox tab, then click the text that says, 
“Upload File”. Click “Browse” to select the file 
from your computer, then click “Submit.”
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III. CURRICULUM, PLANNING, ASSESMENT, and FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Item III‐A Adults use a comprehensive, evidence‐based educational model(s)/approach(es) to guide teaching practices. 

SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults refer to the comprehensive, evidence‐ 
based educational model(s)/approach(es) 
chosen as their curricula to guide their teaching 
practices (e.g., refer to curriculum 
manuals/guides, books, or kits to plan lessons or 
address/solve issues as they arise in the 
classroom). 

Key developmental domains: 
1. Approaches to learning
2. Social and emotional development
3. Language, communication, and literacy
4. Mathematics
5. Science
6. Perceptual, motor, and physical development

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes 
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 What educational
model(s)/approach(es) do you use?

 Do the model(s)/approach(es) address
the six listed key developmental
domains?

 Do you use the model(s)/approach(es)
every day except for occasional field
trips, etc.?

 How does the curriculum help you
make decisions about teaching
practices?

 How often do you use the
guides/manuals, books, or kits to plan
lessons?

Row 2  Adults adjust or modify the curriculum for
children with special needs, including dual 
language learners (e.g., dual language learners 
have their home language supported as they 
learn the language used in the classroom). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
If scored level 1 in row 1, automatically 
score level 1 for row 2. 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How is the curriculum adjusted or

modified for students with special
needs?

 How are the home languages of dual
language  learners supported in the
classroom?

 If you currently do not have children
with special needs and/or dual
language learners, what would you
do if you did?
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Item III‐B Adults document the developmental progress of each child usingmeasures validated for preschool‐aged children.
SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults use a research‐validated 
child observation measure to 
document children’s growth (e.g., 
COR Advantage, DRDP, My Teaching 
Strategies, Work Sampling). 

1‐Rarely or never
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use a child observation measure? 
 What is the name of the measure? (List in 

evidence column.) 
 Is it research validated? 

 

Row 2  Adults use the assessment results to 
monitor children’s developmental 
progress continuously to inform 
large‐group, small‐group, and 
individual instruction. 

1‐Rarely or never
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use the child observation 

measures and anecdotal notes to assess 
continuous progress? 

 How do you use the results of the child 
observation measure to inform 
instruction? 
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Item III‐C Adults record and use anecdotal notes to create lesson plans that are connected to learning goals and focused on learning through developmentally 
appropriate practices (play). 

SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults use anecdotal 
notes to plan for 
individual children. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use your anecdotal notes during 

planning time? 
 How do you use your anecdotal notes to plan 

interest areas or choose activities that appeal to 
individual child interests? 

 

Row 2  Adults write 
anecdotal notes that 
focus on children’s 
strengths, are 
objective, and reflect 
what children say 
and do throughout 
the day with 
sufficient specific 
details to support 
developmental 
assessment decisions 
(e.g., “stacked 5 
rectangular blocks” 
or “completed the 
15‐ piece train puzzle 
independently”). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 Do your anecdotal notes focus on children’s 

strengths? (Provide an example in the evidence 
column.) 

 Are your anecdotal notes objective? (Provide an 
example in the evidence column.) 

 Are your anecdotal notes specific? (Provide an 
example in the evidence column.) 

 How do you use anecdotal notes to support 
assessment decisions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



©2019 HighScope Educational Research Foundation 

   

4  

Item III‐C (Continued) Adults record and use anecdotal notes to create lesson plans that are connected to learning goals and focused on learning through 
developmentally appropriate practices (play). 

SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 3 

 

Adults create lesson 
plans that are  clearly 
connected to specific 
learning goals in the 
reported 
comprehensive  
educational 
model(s)/approach(e
s) focused on 
learning through 
developmentally 
appropriate 
practices (play). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
Adults include all teaching staff present on the day of 
planning. 

 
Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you connect the learning goals to 

the educational model(s)/approach(es) to 
create lesson plans? 

 How do you clearly show the connection in your 
lesson plans? 

 How do you ensure that your plans are focused on 
developmentally  appropriate practices such as 
active engagement, experiential  learning, and 
dramatic play? 
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Item III‐D Adults provide many family engagement options, encourage two‐way sharing of child information, and support families with resources about child 
development and program transitioning. 
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults provide families with 
many opportunities to 
participate in school 
activities. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually  
4‐ Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 What family engagement options are available to families?
 How often are these options available?

Row 2  Adults regularly exchange 
anecdotal information with 
families (e.g., during daily 
pickup, when texting 
family members, when 
sending notes home, 
through an online system). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you share anecdotal information with

families? How often?
 How often is each family encouraged to share  information

about their child(ren)?
 What opportunities are available for families

to share  information?

Row 3  Adults report the 
assessment results to 
families. Adults provide 
explanations of the results 
to families if needed. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
To score a 4, all families must be provided assessment 
results that they can understand (e.g., an interpreter is 
provided; reports are generated in home languages). 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you provide families with child‐observation

assessment results?
 How do you explain the results when needed?
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Item III‐D (Continued) Adults provide many family engagement options, encourage two‐way sharing of child information, and support families with resources 
about child development and program transitioning.
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 4  Adults support the children 
and families of the children 
who are transitioning to 
kindergarten or to the next 
preschool‐level classroom. 
This  includes supporting 
children who are dual 
language learners (DLLs) 
and children with 
Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you support the children and families

transitioning into the next preschool‐level classroom or
to kindergarten?

 Do you visit classrooms or meet with teachers that
your  children will transition to?

 Do you talk to your children and their families about
what will be different in the classrooms the children are
transitioning to,  such as differing expectations?

 Do you help facilitate the transitions for DLLs and
children with IEPs?


	fill_1: T: "I use the HighScope  curriculum which covers all of the 6 developmental domains. I use it every day. The curriculum helps me make decisions about teaching, especially, socially emotionally. Their model for problem solving has been especially helpful in my teaching practices. I use the math and literacy guides weekly to plan lessons."
	fill_2: T: "The curriculum can be modified in various ways to accomodate children's needs. The curriculum offers visual supports for scheduling and center identification, it supports scaffolding and modeling in lessons to meet kids where they are, and aligns itself with predictability and calm with routine. For Spanish speaking specifically many of the visual supports and books have Spanish translation. I currently have a child who does not speak. During small group time, I try to model for him/with him individually to help him learn the lesson. He has his own visual supports to help him communicate as well."
	fill_1_2: T: "We use the COR Advantage tool to observe throughout the day and write anecdotes of different skills and abilities noticed. The COR is a research-based, validated, and reliable assessment tool."
	fill_2_2: T: "When inputting the observations into COR, a score is assigned. I see where they are on average and try to support and challenge them with activities, prompts, and conversations to move them to the next level. It helps me see where I can scaffold lessons and support their learning during small group and large group activities."
	fill_1_3: T: "I use anecdotal notes to help scaffold their planning. I note how much thought and detail they put into their plannning and encourage them to tell more, reminding them of their plan in play. The anecdotal notes show me where children need more support. They also show me where they like to play and how they like to play. I can then take those themes and activities into my large and small group lessons."
	fill_2_3: T: "Yes they do. In the writing area, one student said to me "look what I can write!" She sat at the writing table and wrote the words "cat, mat, hat, bat, and sat." This showed her strength because in previous observations, she has shown excitement to learn to write words, but couldn't do it independently yet. My anecdotal notes are objective: 'For the third day in a row, the girls built in blocks together. The first day they built a zoo, the second day a big bench, and the third day a ball pit." My notes are also specific: "At recall AA said 'I played with AM. We made a treasure map and I played in the sand. I made a castle and I played with the tool kit.'" Anecdotal notes help me see where the children are academically and help me see where they can be supported in assessments."
	fill_1_4: T: "When I create my lesson plans, I refer to my learning goals, where my children are scored or need to be scored. Then I create lessons based on the goal and scaffold it for each child's level of ability and skill. In the lesson plan, I tag the goal connected to the lesson. I believe children learn best when they are hands-on in their learning. When creating lessons, I think about how engaging and hands-on the lesson is and how it may encourage them to think outside of the box."
	fill_1_5: T: "Families are invited to read to the class. They are invited to class parties and events. We send pictures throughout the week and a weekly recap of what is happening in the room. These are available monthly for large events and weekly for pictures and recaps."
	fill_2_4: T: "I share information three times a year. We print a summary of their child's anecdotes and COR rating, highlighting strengths and areas to work on. The families are encouraged to share informationat any time. I have an open door policy and welcome anything that families want to share. In the beginning of the year, I formally send a questionnaire asking about family traditions, goals for their child, and any other family informations they would like for us to know. Otherwise, I encourage parents to share pertinent information as it arises."
	fill_3: T: "I send the families a summary from our COR Assessment. The first time I send home the summary, I also send a note home explaining how the assessments are completed, what the COR scale entails, and each are we assess the children on. I also tell parents that if they have more questions about the assessment, I am free to answer them via chat, phone, or Google Meet."
	fill_1_6: T: " I make sure to assemble all paperwork and assessments needed for their next classroom or school. When talking about the  transitions with the children, I keep the explanation positive and exciting and do my best to talk through any fears or apprehensions they may be having. Unfortunately, I am unable to take children to their new kindergarten class, but the district offers visits and I encourage families to go. We discuss, with children and parents, what parts of the day will be different when they are in their new school. I try my best and do all that I can to help with all of the children transitioning. We send their new teachers a Kindergartedn transition folder with information about each child's social-emotional, language, motor and cognitive development along with writing samples of their name, copy of their assessment results, WIDA form, and any PIRS plan, if they had one."
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