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Preschool  Week 4

Try It Out: Assignment Instructions

Please follow these directions to begin  
the assignment:

First, save this file to your computer.

To save your work, click on “File” and then select 
“Save As.” Type your name as the file name (e.g., 
“Wk2JaneDoe.pdf”). Save the file as a PDF.

You must save your file as a PDF or it will not  
be accepted.

Next, follow these directions to complete 
the assignment:

1.	 Type your name in the box in the lower-left 
corner of the next page.

2.	 Fill out the assigned items:

	 Type your evidence in the space indicated.

	 Select the row scores by clicking in the  
appropriate box for each row. 

3.	 Then, save the file again so that you do not  
lose your work. 

4.	 To upload your finished assignment, click on  
the Dropbox tab, then click the text that says, 
“Upload File”. Click “Browse” to select the file 
from your computer, then click “Submit.”
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III. CURRICULUM, PLANNING, ASSESMENT, and FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Item III‐A Adults use a comprehensive, evidence‐based educational model(s)/approach(es) to guide teaching practices. 

SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults refer to the comprehensive, evidence‐ 
based educational model(s)/approach(es) 
chosen as their curricula to guide their teaching 
practices (e.g., refer to curriculum 
manuals/guides, books, or kits to plan lessons or 
address/solve issues as they arise in the 
classroom). 

Key developmental domains: 
1. Approaches to learning
2. Social and emotional development
3. Language, communication, and literacy
4. Mathematics
5. Science
6. Perceptual, motor, and physical development

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes 
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 What educational
model(s)/approach(es) do you use?

 Do the model(s)/approach(es) address
the six listed key developmental
domains?

 Do you use the model(s)/approach(es)
every day except for occasional field
trips, etc.?

 How does the curriculum help you
make decisions about teaching
practices?

 How often do you use the
guides/manuals, books, or kits to plan
lessons?

Row 2  Adults adjust or modify the curriculum for
children with special needs, including dual 
language learners (e.g., dual language learners 
have their home language supported as they 
learn the language used in the classroom). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
If scored level 1 in row 1, automatically 
score level 1 for row 2. 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How is the curriculum adjusted or

modified for students with special
needs?

 How are the home languages of dual
language  learners supported in the
classroom?

 If you currently do not have children
with special needs and/or dual
language learners, what would you
do if you did?
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Item III‐B Adults document the developmental progress of each child usingmeasures validated for preschool‐aged children.
SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults use a research‐validated 
child observation measure to 
document children’s growth (e.g., 
COR Advantage, DRDP, My Teaching 
Strategies, Work Sampling). 

1‐Rarely or never
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use a child observation measure? 
 What is the name of the measure? (List in 

evidence column.) 
 Is it research validated? 

 

Row 2  Adults use the assessment results to 
monitor children’s developmental 
progress continuously to inform 
large‐group, small‐group, and 
individual instruction. 

1‐Rarely or never
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use the child observation 

measures and anecdotal notes to assess 
continuous progress? 

 How do you use the results of the child 
observation measure to inform 
instruction? 
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Item III‐C Adults record and use anecdotal notes to create lesson plans that are connected to learning goals and focused on learning through developmentally 
appropriate practices (play). 

SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults use anecdotal 
notes to plan for 
individual children. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use your anecdotal notes during 

planning time? 
 How do you use your anecdotal notes to plan 

interest areas or choose activities that appeal to 
individual child interests? 

 

Row 2  Adults write 
anecdotal notes that 
focus on children’s 
strengths, are 
objective, and reflect 
what children say 
and do throughout 
the day with 
sufficient specific 
details to support 
developmental 
assessment decisions 
(e.g., “stacked 5 
rectangular blocks” 
or “completed the 
15‐ piece train puzzle 
independently”). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 Do your anecdotal notes focus on children’s 

strengths? (Provide an example in the evidence 
column.) 

 Are your anecdotal notes objective? (Provide an 
example in the evidence column.) 

 Are your anecdotal notes specific? (Provide an 
example in the evidence column.) 

 How do you use anecdotal notes to support 
assessment decisions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



©2019 HighScope Educational Research Foundation 

   

4  

Item III‐C (Continued) Adults record and use anecdotal notes to create lesson plans that are connected to learning goals and focused on learning through 
developmentally appropriate practices (play). 

SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 3 

 

Adults create lesson 
plans that are  clearly 
connected to specific 
learning goals in the 
reported 
comprehensive  
educational 
model(s)/approach(e
s) focused on 
learning through 
developmentally 
appropriate 
practices (play). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
Adults include all teaching staff present on the day of 
planning. 

 
Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you connect the learning goals to 

the educational model(s)/approach(es) to 
create lesson plans? 

 How do you clearly show the connection in your 
lesson plans? 

 How do you ensure that your plans are focused on 
developmentally  appropriate practices such as 
active engagement, experiential  learning, and 
dramatic play? 
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Item III‐D Adults provide many family engagement options, encourage two‐way sharing of child information, and support families with resources about child 
development and program transitioning. 
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults provide families with 
many opportunities to 
participate in school 
activities. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually  
4‐ Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 What family engagement options are available to families?
 How often are these options available?

Row 2  Adults regularly exchange 
anecdotal information with 
families (e.g., during daily 
pickup, when texting 
family members, when 
sending notes home, 
through an online system). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you share anecdotal information with

families? How often?
 How often is each family encouraged to share  information

about their child(ren)?
 What opportunities are available for families

to share  information?

Row 3  Adults report the 
assessment results to 
families. Adults provide 
explanations of the results 
to families if needed. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
To score a 4, all families must be provided assessment 
results that they can understand (e.g., an interpreter is 
provided; reports are generated in home languages). 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you provide families with child‐observation

assessment results?
 How do you explain the results when needed?
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Item III‐D (Continued) Adults provide many family engagement options, encourage two‐way sharing of child information, and support families with resources 
about child development and program transitioning.
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 4  Adults support the children 
and families of the children 
who are transitioning to 
kindergarten or to the next 
preschool‐level classroom. 
This  includes supporting 
children who are dual 
language learners (DLLs) 
and children with 
Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you support the children and families

transitioning into the next preschool‐level classroom or
to kindergarten?

 Do you visit classrooms or meet with teachers that
your  children will transition to?

 Do you talk to your children and their families about
what will be different in the classrooms the children are
transitioning to,  such as differing expectations?

 Do you help facilitate the transitions for DLLs and
children with IEPs?


	fill_1: "I use learning through play, kinesthetic learning, visual learning, auditory learning, and sensory based learning to make choices about my teaching practices. Every child learns differently, and I make sure we have materials and learning experiences available that allow for differentiation of instruction. I also use the Pyramid Model for social and emotional development. When children demonstrate age-appropriate social and emotiaonl skills, they are able to meet the developmental milestones for their age."
	fill_2: "I modify the curriculum through differentiation of instruction. I use multi-modal communication strategies like timers, sensory accomodations, preferred seating, and preferred seating. I also like using individual schedules, first/then schedules, transition objects, task boxes, heavy work breaks, and communications devices when they're a part of a child's IEP accomodations. I also include kinesthetic activities, music, and art.
	fill_1_2: "Some child observation measures I use are developmental checklists, pictures, videos, anecdotal records, and rating skills." 
	fill_2_2: "I graph this information and track child progress throughout the school year, specifically each quarter or reporting period. I can use that iinformation to see where each child is developing based on their developmental milestones by age. I can then use that information to develop lessons based on where the students are developmentally, and I can differentiate lessons as needed."
	fill_1_3: "Anecdotal records play a huge part in developing activities and lesson planning. I use this information to allow me to differentiate my instruction based on where each child or groups of children fall in each milestone or domain of learning. I also meet with their therapists once a week to get their feedback on how the children are progressing towards their IEP goals, and I incorporate their observations into my lessons.
	fill_2_3: "With the amount of students with IEP's in my classroom, it can be tough to find time to jot down notes throughout the day. I mostly use pictures and videos to keep track of children's progress, and I think that helps paint a better picture. For example, looking back on pictures or a video of a child doing math skills in the first quarter vs. the second quarter can really help visualize the growth."
	fill_1_4: "I incorporate the NC Foundations goals into my lessons each week. I also take into consideration where the children are developmentally based on how they are progressing towards meeting age-appropriate milestones."



Cross-reference Item III-A Row 1
	fill_1_5: "We hold holiday parties, family and school partnership days, and families are invited to read in the classrooms. We also have Book-O-Ween, which is a big event where the schools in Wake County give out books to the kids and their families. In general, families can come volunteer whenever they want to interact with their child and the other children."
	fill_2_4: "We share anecdotal record information with families through quarterly progress reports and parent/teacher conferences. Parents are always encouraged to provide information on their child as long as they're comfortable, whether that be in a more formal meeting or just in passing."
	fill_3: "We share observation results through Teaching Strategies gold Individual Child Reports three times a year, for typical and special needs children. For the special needs children with IEP's, we share information through the progress reports they have related to their annual IEP goals four times a year along with their regular IEP meetings."
	fill_1_6: "I contact the child's base school they will be attending the next year and invite them to attend the Transition to Kindergarten IEP Meeting. Then, I complete a domain chart and score where the children fall developmentally to facilitate their placement for the next school year. After this, we hold transition IEP meetings with the parents, therapist, base school, and IEP team to decide on the best placement for the child. We disscuss IEP goals, look at existing data from Teaching Strategies Gold, discuss accomodations and services and then finalize the IEP for the following year. After that final step, I fill out a transition form electronically and send it to the Wake County Public School System for their records. For the typically developing students, their Teaching Strategies Gold Documentation is sent to their base school and assisted teacher."
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