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Preschool  Week 4

Try It Out: Assignment Instructions

Please follow these directions to begin  
the assignment:

First, save this file to your computer.

To save your work, click on “File” and then select 
“Save As.” Type your name as the file name (e.g., 
“Wk2JaneDoe.pdf”). Save the file as a PDF.

You must save your file as a PDF or it will not  
be accepted.

Next, follow these directions to complete 
the assignment:

1.	 Type your name in the box in the lower-left 
corner of the next page.

2.	 Fill out the assigned items:

	 Type your evidence in the space indicated.

	 Select the row scores by clicking in the  
appropriate box for each row. 

3.	 Then, save the file again so that you do not  
lose your work. 

4.	 To upload your finished assignment, click on  
the Dropbox tab, then click the text that says, 
“Upload File”. Click “Browse” to select the file 
from your computer, then click “Submit.”
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III. CURRICULUM, PLANNING, ASSESMENT, and FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Item III‐A Adults use a comprehensive, evidence‐based educational model(s)/approach(es) to guide teaching practices. 

SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults refer to the comprehensive, evidence‐ 
based educational model(s)/approach(es) 
chosen as their curricula to guide their teaching 
practices (e.g., refer to curriculum 
manuals/guides, books, or kits to plan lessons or 
address/solve issues as they arise in the 
classroom). 

Key developmental domains: 
1. Approaches to learning
2. Social and emotional development
3. Language, communication, and literacy
4. Mathematics
5. Science
6. Perceptual, motor, and physical development

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes 
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 What educational
model(s)/approach(es) do you use?

 Do the model(s)/approach(es) address
the six listed key developmental
domains?

 Do you use the model(s)/approach(es)
every day except for occasional field
trips, etc.?

 How does the curriculum help you
make decisions about teaching
practices?

 How often do you use the
guides/manuals, books, or kits to plan
lessons?

Row 2  Adults adjust or modify the curriculum for
children with special needs, including dual 
language learners (e.g., dual language learners 
have their home language supported as they 
learn the language used in the classroom). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
If scored level 1 in row 1, automatically 
score level 1 for row 2. 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How is the curriculum adjusted or

modified for students with special
needs?

 How are the home languages of dual
language  learners supported in the
classroom?

 If you currently do not have children
with special needs and/or dual
language learners, what would you
do if you did?
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Item III‐B Adults document the developmental progress of each child usingmeasures validated for preschool‐aged children.
SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults use a research‐validated 
child observation measure to 
document children’s growth (e.g., 
COR Advantage, DRDP, My Teaching 
Strategies, Work Sampling). 

1‐Rarely or never
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use a child observation measure? 
 What is the name of the measure? (List in 

evidence column.) 
 Is it research validated? 

 

Row 2  Adults use the assessment results to 
monitor children’s developmental 
progress continuously to inform 
large‐group, small‐group, and 
individual instruction. 

1‐Rarely or never
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use the child observation 

measures and anecdotal notes to assess 
continuous progress? 

 How do you use the results of the child 
observation measure to inform 
instruction? 
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Item III‐C Adults record and use anecdotal notes to create lesson plans that are connected to learning goals and focused on learning through developmentally 
appropriate practices (play). 

SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults use anecdotal 
notes to plan for 
individual children. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you use your anecdotal notes during 

planning time? 
 How do you use your anecdotal notes to plan 

interest areas or choose activities that appeal to 
individual child interests? 

 

Row 2  Adults write 
anecdotal notes that 
focus on children’s 
strengths, are 
objective, and reflect 
what children say 
and do throughout 
the day with 
sufficient specific 
details to support 
developmental 
assessment decisions 
(e.g., “stacked 5 
rectangular blocks” 
or “completed the 
15‐ piece train puzzle 
independently”). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 Do your anecdotal notes focus on children’s 

strengths? (Provide an example in the evidence 
column.) 

 Are your anecdotal notes objective? (Provide an 
example in the evidence column.) 

 Are your anecdotal notes specific? (Provide an 
example in the evidence column.) 

 How do you use anecdotal notes to support 
assessment decisions? 
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Item III‐C (Continued) Adults record and use anecdotal notes to create lesson plans that are connected to learning goals and focused on learning through 
developmentally appropriate practices (play). 

SCORE    Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 3 

 

Adults create lesson 
plans that are  clearly 
connected to specific 
learning goals in the 
reported 
comprehensive  
educational 
model(s)/approach(e
s) focused on 
learning through 
developmentally 
appropriate 
practices (play). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
Adults include all teaching staff present on the day of 
planning. 

 
Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you connect the learning goals to 

the educational model(s)/approach(es) to 
create lesson plans? 

 How do you clearly show the connection in your 
lesson plans? 

 How do you ensure that your plans are focused on 
developmentally  appropriate practices such as 
active engagement, experiential  learning, and 
dramatic play? 
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Item III‐D Adults provide many family engagement options, encourage two‐way sharing of child information, and support families with resources about child 
development and program transitioning. 
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 1  Adults provide families with 
many opportunities to 
participate in school 
activities. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually  
4‐ Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 What family engagement options are available to families?
 How often are these options available?

Row 2  Adults regularly exchange 
anecdotal information with 
families (e.g., during daily 
pickup, when texting 
family members, when 
sending notes home, 
through an online system). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you share anecdotal information with

families? How often?
 How often is each family encouraged to share  information

about their child(ren)?
 What opportunities are available for families

to share  information?

Row 3  Adults report the 
assessment results to 
families. Adults provide 
explanations of the results 
to families if needed. 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Scoring note: 
To score a 4, all families must be provided assessment 
results that they can understand (e.g., an interpreter is 
provided; reports are generated in home languages). 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you provide families with child‐observation

assessment results?
 How do you explain the results when needed?
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Item III‐D (Continued) Adults provide many family engagement options, encourage two‐way sharing of child information, and support families with resources 
about child development and program transitioning.
SCORE  Levels  Notes:  Evidence: 

Row 4  Adults support the children 
and families of the children 
who are transitioning to 
kindergarten or to the next 
preschool‐level classroom. 
This  includes supporting 
children who are dual 
language learners (DLLs) 
and children with 
Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs). 

1‐Rarely or never 
2‐Sometimes   
3‐Usually   
4‐Always 

Questions to guide scoring: 
 How do you support the children and families

transitioning into the next preschool‐level classroom or
to kindergarten?

 Do you visit classrooms or meet with teachers that
your  children will transition to?

 Do you talk to your children and their families about
what will be different in the classrooms the children are
transitioning to,  such as differing expectations?

 Do you help facilitate the transitions for DLLs and
children with IEPs?


	fill_1: Assessor: Tell me about the education model or approach you use.



T: Well, we use C4L as a curriclum and COR- Advantage for an assessment tool. We abide by the GSRP Implementation manual and we follow state regulations. We use the DAPs from NAEYC and we tend to lean more montisorry based as we do as many hands on activities as we can! I would say we are project based as well. Every day we follow our daily schedule as consistency is best practice. We gather data throughout the day and we use it to individualize for our chilfren as well. I think that we do a really good job at making the lesson plans adapted to the children. It's a child-lead room and we take pride in that. 
	fill_2: A: Tell me about how the curriclum is adjusted for students with special needs or dual language learners...



T: We don't have any dual language learners right now, but I have 6 on IEPs. We follow the IEP goals when it comes to making lesson plans and we implement embedded interventions throughout their activities. Like J for ex: He needs to improve his gross motor skills per his IEP.  Instead of sitting on a chair we have him sit on a rocking tree stump stool so he has to balance and engage his core muscles when he sits to do table activities. That's just one example. 
	fill_1_2: A: Tell me about your assessment tool. 



T: The team and I use COR advantage. We take detailed notes through direct observation and we plug it into the system. It spits out these awesome reports and we can track progress on an individual, classroom, or site level bases. We take the bottom three categories/items and make lesson plans and indvidual goals for the children off them. 
	fill_2_2: A: Can you tell me more about how you use the results of COR to make lesson plans...

T: Sure, so every two weeks we run the strengths and opp report for our room. We look at it and take note of the ones that the children show have most room for growth. We then, come up with lesson plans that incorperate opportunities for children to practice these skillsets. For example, right now we are focused on shapes. Shape identifuication and description is our primary focus for the next two weeks. So, T2 and I have worked shapes into all content areas of the classroom. There's cookie cutters in the sensory table with rice. There's pre-cut shapes in the art area for painting or collaging on. There's shape books and tracers in the writing area. We make sure we focus on the shapes of toys too. 



We do this every bi-weekly and have a focus based off the report
	fill_1_3: A: Tell me how you use your anecdotal notes to plan for individual children. 



T: Well, I have a post it note system that allows for me to always stay on top of where my students need inprovment the most. I take notes on each individual child throughout the day as they do different activities and then I plug it every friday into COR. I look at trends and plan lessons off of what the children need to practice more. So, I have three children in my small group (out of 5) that need to practice their counting past 10. So, I know that in that group I am really going to challange them on counting past 10. Sometimes the curr tells me I need to do a certain project or lesson as it can be pretty scripted, but I make sure that I usually adapt with my observations in mind
	fill_2_3: A: Please give me examples of your anecdotal notes.



T: Sure, I was trained to do them objectively and in real time as specific as possible. I always state: The area, the time, the children involved and then exactly what happened. 



A: Do you have an example?



T: Yep. Example stated: "B.P. zipped his own coat without assistance. He also put on boots w/o help on the right feet."

Ex: "H.L. had half her foot in her boot. She sat down and screamed, "I need help!!!" JS walked to her, said, "I will help you." He put his hand at the bottom of her boot and said, "Push" HL took a deep breath and pushed. Her foot went in the boot. Both children clapped!



T: Based on this observation, I have begun to track HL's calls for help. So far she has called for help to complete a self help task 7 times this week. T2 and I are working hard trying to build her insecurity / self help skills. She is able to dress herself, pull off the paper towel herself, and serve herself, but just refuses to do so sometimes. So, we are tuning into this and promoting her independence. 
	fill_1_4: A: Tell me about planning days and how you created lesson plans that are connected to specific learning goals and to best practices.



T: So, lesson plan days are always fridays. We collaborate as a team. T2 and I reflect on the weeks events and we talk over how we felt plans went, what needs to be modified, and what needs to be carried over to next week per children progress and interest. T2 and I always have play at the forefront of our minds. We do a lot of open ended activities for the children to promote autonomy. For example: Self help is a goal for more than just HL. So we look at incorperating lessons that allow her to practice putting on her "imaginary boots" and we have children explore boots in dramatic play. T2 bought in a bear that allows for zipping and buttoning and dressing. We have books about self help skills and being independent. 
	fill_1_5: A: How do you communicate and engage families. 

T: We pride ourselves on how we are adapting for families through COVID so they can stay engaged. We use ready rosie as a parent curriclum, newsletters, progress reports, parent teacher conferences, virtual home visits, and virtual guests (Where we zoom a parent and have them read for us), as well as, homelinks, texts, and COR Advantage moments to engage parents. 

A: That's wonderful how often are these things available for families?

T: Well they have different timelines. The PTCs and HVs are done quarterly. The Newsletters are monthly. The Zooms are every to every other week.Texts are available daily and moments I try to upload to weekly. 
	fill_2_4: A: How and how often do you share anecdotal info with families? How often do they share with you?

T: We try and share on a weekly basis. Having children that ride the bus makes communication tricky. However, if something thats note worthy happens then we will take and text or share that with families. We upload pics / videos to COR moments all the time and we tend to recieve positive feedback. As for families sharing with us, T2 and I do a family project every week. We send home instructions and have families report to us through text, email, COR, or messanger. We gather the most information on ASQs, Home visits, and PTCs. 
	fill_3: A: How do you provide families with child‐observation

assessment results?

 How do you explain the results when needed?

T: We share progress reports quarterly: Both home visits and PTCs. If an IEP is involved we will share at the IEP as well as all the other times. 
	fill_1_6: A: How do you support the children and families

transitioning into the next preschool level classroom or

to kindergarten?



T: Well, we need to get better at this. We pass the May progress report to the K-teachers. We start talking about kindergarten and reading books about kindergarten in feb. We do set up visits to a k classroom and we help with kindergarten round up. 
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