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There are many reasons why people don’t go to church or follow Jesus. Some of them are logical; people can’t wrap their heads around the idea of an all knowing, all powerful, omnipresent, God. Others have issues with the concept of tithing or see the failures of followers of Jesus and point to that as the reason why faith in him can’t work. One of big reason is the issue of sin. As scripture teaches, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight…through Jesus.”(Romans 3:23-24), but for those who are outside the body of Christ, this reality isn’t known, and therefore a reason for them to attend church or to make an attempt to know Jesus. The theme that transcends all four Gospels is the fact that Jesus is not only the center of the Christian faith or the standard that people should measure themselves, but Jesus’ ministry is the standard by which ministries should be judged. The Christian church must often look itself in the mirror of scripture and see if it measures up to the example that Jesus set. In 2017, the church doesn’t always do that. As a result challenging issues like prosperity theology, sacrifice, and the reality of sin calls the body of Christ to look at his work as the way to address these issues. 
One of the most prevalent issues that plague Christian churches in the western part of the world, especially in the United States, is the prosperity aimed gospel that is becoming more and more prevalent. Prosperity Gospel is the preached idea that God is a sort of “spiritual Santa Clause” whose sole purpose is to bless. Pastors who preach this seem to be closer to be inspirational speakers rather than men and women who aim to teach, challenge, and encourage people using scripture. Prosperity preaching and teaching leads one to believe that one’s connection to God or God’s favor is tied to how much one is blessed with. It also reverses the role of the believer, pitting man as the one who should be served instead of God. This theology poses two concerning questions: How can this theology be applied when trying evangelize to those who do not know God but live a life of excess? How does one maintain their faith in Jesus when they don’t receive what they believe is God’s blessing?
 I don’t think that this was the initial intent of those who preach this theology when they went into ministry. However, the effort to reach a broader audience may be driving this theology, along with the money and fame that comes as a result this type of theology. Jesus did say in John 10:10, “I come that they might have life, and life more abundantly”, however, the abundant life is found within the intimate relationship with Jesus not in any tangible thing. Jesus would also remind those who subscribe to this theology that they should put their faith in God not material possessions. He taught on this very subject from a mountainside when he said: “don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them. Store your treasures in heaven…for wherever your treasure is, the desires of your heart will be also.”(Matthew 6:19-21)
The next issue the todays church deals with is the issue of sin. The church, the entity and the people, can respond to sin in three ways. It can ignore it all together, focusing on blessings of God, the church can be legalistic, limiting grace and being beholden to the strict 
Biblical guidelines, or the church can approach the nature of sin with compassion and truth. No matter what approach someone chooses, today, with advent of social media, the LBGTI movement, and technological advances have presented unique challenges for how the Body of Christ deals with the nature of sin. Social media can lead some to gossip, technology can allow someone to fact check things as someone is speaking, and the LGBTI movement that is actively trying to redefine the definition of marriage and the definition of love. For many, the new definition of love is the total acceptance of beliefs, actions, or characteristics of individuals regardless if those actions are right or wrong. For example, it is like a pastor blessing a home purchased by a couple who aren’t married, or not addressing how harshly a friend speaks to his wife. This version of love leaves little room for disagreement and even less room for Biblical instruction. 
 As a body of believers, the church must take a close look at how Jesus’ ministry dealt with people who sinned. After reading the gospels, one would see that Jesus displayed the true definition of love. When one loves someone he gives them two things, compassion and truth. Love cannot exist without them both. Love without truth becomes tolerance and truth without compassion becomes condemnation. In various points in Jesus ministry he displays both traits in different situations. In Luke 6:37-43, Jesus taught that people should not “judge others” and first deal with their pressing issues before trying to judge others with the same problem. In John 8:1-11, a woman who committed adultery was brought to Jesus with the expectation that Jesus would acknowledge her sin and permit her stoning as punishment for it. Jesus not only acknowledged her sin but he also forced her accusers to acknowledge their own sin. By doing so, her accusers were shamed and allowed her to live. Jesus then offers her forgiveness but tells her not to sin again! In this moment, he doesn’t allow the sinful nature of the people around him to go unchecked, but he gives them the opportunity to move forward under his grace. This is how today’s church should handle sin. The church should allow those who have struggles to see grace but also gave them sound teaching and a chance to move forward, not condemn them or allow their sin to continue for the sake of their feelings. 
One of the startling things that is not taught is that following Jesus can be hard and can often require sacrifice. In the book of Mark chapter 10, beginning in verse 17, Jesus spoke with a rich young man who desperately wanted eternal life and come to ask Jesus how to achieve it. Jesus first asked the young man to obey commands that the young man didn’t have a problem with until he was asked to sell all of his possessions, then follow him. Sadly, the young man decided to hang on to his possessions and failed to seize the opportunity follow Jesus totally. For the man in the story, his sacrifice was money. To some it may be a relationship with someone, a drug, or simply time to read scripture or prayer. Nonetheless, churches cannot fail to teach this reality to its congregation. Life can either lead us towards God or away from him; people must make the choice daily. If one choses God they would always be better off for it. Jesus said as much when he said “if your cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will find it.” (Matthew 10: 39)

Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. Although people look at Jesus as an example for how to live, the church body should also look at Jesus; ministry as an example for how to deal with sin, how to teach people to give their lives to Christ, and how Jesus is the ultimate gift. 
