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1. Pick two (2) of the different ‘portraits’ of Jesus that have been sketched over the years by various scholars (Strauss Ch. 11) and explain how each either properly portrayed Jesus or missed the mark of who He really was.
According to Mark Strauss, in Four Portraits, One Jesus, scholar Johannes Weiss wrote and believed that Jesus was a “wide eyed eschatological prophet, who called people to repent and prepare for the end of days.” Weiss believe that Jesus’ teaching was rejected and decided that his death was the only option to usher in the kingdom of heaven. Weiss was wrong for a few reasons. The first, is the fact that Jesus death was predicted in the Old Testament and Jesus didn’t want to die. It was after Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane that Jesus told God, “not my will, but your will be done.”(Matthew 26:39). Even though Jesus taught about the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven, he focus seemed to be on people’s relationship with God and their relationship with each other. Strauss illustrates another author William Wrede’s thoughts about Jesus as well. Wrede believed that the Gospels were constructed by Jesus’ followers as a means to make Jesus appear to be messianic because, according to Wrede, Jesus’ life was pedestrian. The most glaring issue with Wrede’s line of thinking is that almost all of the information we have about Jesus comes from the Gospels. These are same Gospels that illustrates Jesus healing the sick, raising the dead, and other miracles. 
2. Why did the authors of Matthew and Luke include a long list of genealogies in their account?  Why are these significant to the story and why are the two accounts slightly different from one another?
The Old Testament scriptures point to a messianic figure who God will send that will save Israel and will reign forever. Various scriptures allude to this promise (2 Samael 2:7, Jeremiah 23:5-6). The connective tissue to this prophecies is that the coming King will be a decedent of King David, and heir to his throne. When Matthew and Luke begin their Gospels, they both set out to give the genealogy to prove that Jesus was a decedent of David. While both Matthew and Luke both give genealogies, however they are very different from each other. The accounts of Jesus’ lineage in each book are different in two major ways. The first is the number of decedents that lead to Jesus. Matthew has 26, Luke has 40. Mathew probably did this to make is Gospel more concise. If you look closer at each book, you will find that Matthew follows the lineage of David’s son Solomon, and Luke follows the lineage of David’s son Nathan. Another distinct quality of Luke’s account is the fact that Luke begins Jesus’ lineage from Adam. Most likely because Luke wants to illustrate to his audience that Jesus is the savior of all. 
3. Why is John the Baptist included so significantly in the story of Jesus?  What role does He play and how does He serve to advance the idea that Jesus is the Messiah? 
John, also called John the Baptist is someone who was prophesies spoke of in Old Testament scriptures, the book of Isaiah and Malachi, that would prepare and announce the coming of the Messiah. John’s responsibility seemed to be two fold. The first was to validate Jesus’ arrival and to preach repentance of sin and for people to turn to God. John’s ministry prelude Jesus’ ministry and Jon was the first to validate Jesus as the Messiah and baptize Him. 
