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Free Will, Patriarchy, and the Search for a Just Order

The question of how free will can be reconciled with a patriarchal system has been a topic of discussion
for millennia. The Bible, as one of the central scriptures of the Abrahamic religions, is often cited as a
basis for legitimizing patriarchal structures. However, this interpretation presents contradictions and
raises important guestions about how divine order and free will can coexist. In this essay, | will critically
examine the compatibility of a patriarchal system, built on love and respect, with the principle of free will.
| will also consider alternative forms of government, such as the Polity, and explore whether they provide

a better foundation for individual freedom and self-realization.

Patriarchy and Free Will: An Apparent Contradiction?

The idea that a patriarchal system based on love and respect can coexist with free will is often defended
by invoking a model of inverted hierarchy, where leaders serve to help their people to reach their full
potential. When we take the Bible as the foundation of our value system, we find numerous passages

that support the concept of submission and passages of the importance of free will. Jesus himself serves

(Luther, 2017) (Peacock) (Jirgen) (Rolfes)



14.08.2024 Salome Geissmann

as a model of submission by aligning with the will of God (as illustrated in John 5:19, John 6:38, John

14:28, Matthew 26:39, 1 Corinthians 15:28, Romans 14:12, Deuteronomy 30:19-20, Joshua 24:15).

The roots of this reasoning stretch back far into history. The stories of the patriarchs and the creation

narrative in Genesis have frequently been used to justify the dominance of a ruling minority. These

patriarchal patterns have been reinterpreted over time and adjusted to fit changing societal contexts. In

the Middle Ages, the Catholic Church further reinforced the patriarchal order, supporting the idea of

women'’s natural subordination to men through theological arguments, which became embedded in

church doctrine. The Trinity was often portrayed as a model of hierarchical order within itself.

However, many modern theologians emphasize the equality of the three persons of the Trinity and view

the Trinity more as a model of community and relationship than of hierarchy. Furthermore, the historical

development of Trinitarian theology is now being critically examined, and its role in legitimizing

patriarchal structures is being questioned. Jirgen Moltmann, one of the most renowned German

Protestant theologians, emphasizes in his interpretation of John 5:19 the mutual relationship between

Father and Son, characterized by love and unity rather than hierarchical subordination. This alternative

interpretation raises the question of whether one-sided authority and submission are truly a biblically

legitimate model for human relationships.
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The question that drives me to write this essay is whether the implementation of a patriarchal system

based on love and respect is an ideal that may be difficult, if not impossible, to realize in practice. Human

beings are flawed and tend to abuse power. History has repeatedly shown that concentrating power in

the hands of a few often leads to abuse and oppression. This raises the question of whether such a social

structure is truly aligned with God's will? Would He establish a system that is destined to fail because of

human nature? Or do we find evidence in the story of Saul, where God warns that a monarchy will

devolve into despotism?

Are There Alternatives? If So, What Are They? Aristotle, the famous Greek philosopher, describes the

Polity as a particularly balanced form of government. Unlike patriarchy, which is based on the rule of one

or a few, or democracy, which is often equated with the rule of the majority, the Polity represents a

middle ground.

The Polity is not merely rule by the majority, as is often associated with democracy. Instead, it is built on

the balanced participation of all social classes in political decision-making. Aristotle argues that in the

Polity, the majority does not dominate the minority, but rather, all citizens work together for the common

good.

| believe the core question we must ask ourselves is how much personal responsibility we can entrust to

individuals. As a society, we need rules, norms, and laws that everyone follows in order to function. While
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| would like to believe that we all want the best for one another, human nature often proves otherwise.

Nevertheless, God grants us free will—the choice to follow His intended order and accept His help, or to

align ourselves with worldly systems. However, | do not see this free will reflected in a patriarchal system.

On the contrary, patriarchal systems tend to disempower individuals and make them dependent on the

patriarch. This is a burden that no one should bear for another. In contrast, God gives us the freedom to

choose—a freedom that forms the basis for authentic faith.

Conclusion

The question of whether a patriarchal system is compatible with the principle of free will is complex and

ultimately can only be answered from a personal perspective. In my view, the sinful nature of humanity,

combined with the concentration of power in the hands of a few, poses a significant risk of abuse and

oppression. Free will is essential for an authentic faith: God does not force me to follow Him but grants me

the freedom to choose. This freedom cannot be realized in a rigid hierarchy, where personal responsibility

and autonomy are transferred to the patriarch. From an ethical standpoint, | find this problematic and

believe it hinders the development of genuine faith. A system like Aristotle’s Polity, which emphasizes

collective participation and balances individual freedom with social responsibility, offers a more promising

framework for personal and societal growth. Ultimately, only within a structure that fosters both freedom

and community can individuals genuinely choose faith, uncoerced and empowered.
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