Who is covered?
Coverage is universal

All those ‘ordinary resident’ in the United Kingdom are entitled to health care that is largely free at the point of use


What is covered?
Services:
The National Health Service (NHS) covers:
· Preventative services
· Physician services
· Inpatient and outpatient drugs
· Dental care
· Mental health care
· Learning disabilities
· Rehabilitation

Cost sharing:
There are relatively few cost-sharing arrangements for publicly-covered services
Out-of-pocket payments accounted for 11.9% of total expenditure on health in 2005

Safety nets:
Most costs are met from the public purse
There are measures in place to alleviate costs where these may have an undue impact on certain patient groups





How is the health care system financed?
NHS:
Funded by:
·  General taxation (76%)
· National insurance contributions (19%)
· User charges

Private Health Insurance:
A mix of for-profit and not-for-profit insurers provide supplementary private insurance
· It covers 12% of the population and accounts for 1% of the total health expenditure

Other:
Out-of-pocket in the private sector accounts for over 90% of total private expenditure on health


