Wendy Rankin       Chapter 23        Due: March 29, 2013
The website chosen for me to evaluate was the CDC (www.cdc.gov). Our group’s word to research is cancer.  The CDC is the Center for Disease Control and Prevention and it is a United States Federal Agency under the Department of Health and Human Services. It works to protect public health and safety by providing information to enhance health decisions, and promotes health through partnerships with state health departments and other organizations. The main focus of the CDC is infectious diseases and food borne pathogens but they also have research and educational materials available on cancer prevention. 
 The CDC defines” cancer as a term used for diseases in which abnormal cells divide without control and are able to invade other tissues. Cancer cells can spread to other parts of the body through the blood and lymphatic systems. Cancer is not just one disease, but many diseases. There are more than 100 types of cancer” (2013). The CDC has research available on cancer screening, vaccines and other ways people can reduce their risks of cancer. Vaccines such as the HPV and Hepatitis B vaccines are available to prevent certain types of cancers. 
 Zerwekh & Garneau (2012) wrote, “Remember that anybody can publish anything on the Web. Make sure you critically evaluate the source of the information” (p. 526). Box 23-5 in our textbook provides information on evaluating a website. Authority, timeliness and continuity, purpose, content, and structure and access are often used to evaluate websites. The CARS checklist (Credibility, Accuracy, Reasonableness, and Support) can also be helpful in evaluating websites.
Authority
The director of the CDC is Thomas Frieden, MD, MPH. He became the director in 2009. The CDC was organized in 1946 and is located in Atlanta, Georgia. CDC.gov is the CDC’s primary online communication channel. Annually there are close to 500 million page views to the site. The CDC also features a scientist every month which lists their credentials and accomplishments. The federal government is the sponsor of the CDC. The CDC has personnel in 25 foreign countries and awards seven billion in grants annually. The CDC can be contacted by email, mail or telephone. I could not find a copyright and a lot of the CDC’s information can be copied and used for teaching. 
Timeliness and Continuity
I could not find out when the website was created. The CDC was organized in 1946. The website is continually updated as new research develops. There is health news updated daily. The links are very functional and easy to navigate. Data is updated continuously and there is no version or edition. This website is very current.
Purpose
The CDC develops materials designed to teach health professionals, policy makers, the media, and the public about cancer prevention and control. The CDC’s future directions are to ensure that people are healthy in every stage of life and are listed below.
· Collaborate with partners, policy makers, and other individuals and groups working to ease the burden of cancer in the United States and abroad. 
· Expand the use of information technology in cancer surveillance, particularly in cancer registries. 
· Improve the cost-effectiveness of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program. 
· Expand CDC's role in addressing public health strategies to increase survivorship in underserved populations and improve end-of-life support for cancer patients and their families, friends, and caregivers. 
· Define the proper role for management of chronic diseases, including cancer, in the case of catastrophic disaster. 
The goals and objectives are clearly stated and the information is also in Spanish and many other foreign languages as well as the hearing impaired.
Content
The information on cancer was up to date and factual. Cancer research was easy reading and there was a wide array of information especially on cancer screening, prevention, and vaccines. In the past I have worked at a public health clinic and often referred to this website for teaching materials, vaccine information and continuing education. This is also a good website for travelers. I worked in Oncology for 20 years and this was also an excellent resource to refer to. The site is unbiased and accurate. There are many links to related topics and no advertisements.
Structure and Access
The site loads quickly and is very easy to navigate and find the research needed. The multimedia and graphics serve a purpose to the topic. The website is also available on Twitter and Facebook. The website is not very creative but it makes up for that in research and educational information. It is interactive and there are many videos and visuals to aid in teaching. Publications can be ordered and many are also free of charge. There are also many icons and it is a secured site.
This website is very credible and can be very informative to healthcare professionals in many different fields. Nurses can use this website for patient teaching, health and wellness and to increase their own knowledge in a variety of healthcare topics.
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