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A thoracotomy is considered a major surgery where incisions are made usually under the axilla between the 4th, 5th, or 6th intercostal spaces.  The incisions give access to the lungs via scopes and other long tools.  This type of surgery is most often use to removed wedges of the lungs, trauma and other mediastinal procedures
· Preop
· Pre op should include patient teaching about what kind of pain and rehabilitation to expect.  A patient history must be attained including any recent or chronic infections, any symptoms of respiratory distress (dyspnea, coughing, hemoptysis), asthma, COPD, smoking cessation (packs per day/years), any airway deformities and ABGs.  The nurse conduction the pre op report should also consider the psychologic status of the patient, establish baseline data for comparison,  document surgical site, document current medications (prescribed or OTC), identify and cultural or religious needs, and ensure the patient has received the right and enough information about the procedure

· Intraop
· As an RN, the nurse should help prepare the surgical suite, count every item expected to be used, help assist the patient into the operating room,  dawn sterile equipment (if will be assisting in sterile procedures), position the patient for the specified surgical position, attach vital sign equipment to the patient, document the intraoperative care,  and assist the doctors/scrub nurses in gathering supplies, giving data, documenting or anything else they need.
· Postop
· The post op nurse needs to monitor the respiratory and oxygenations status of the patient, initiate supplemental oxygen if needed,  position the patient to relieve shortness of breath and promote good lung expansion, monitor the chest tube for signs of leaks or dislodgement keeping the container below chest level,  monitor ventilator if patient is on one, manage pain by giving prescribed medications, and assist with helpful exercises such as cough and deep breathe and incentive spirometer if not contradicted.
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