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FRMC School of Nursing
Tips on Writing a Scholarly Paper

The first step one should take when instructed to write a scholarly paper is to consult the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th edition).  As of this writing, it is the most current update of this publication.  DO NOT rely upon references and guidelines for APA style that are available on the internet.  While helpful in specific areas, they are not complete references.  A copy of the APA manual, along with sample papers, is available in the library.  Most college bookstores have the manual available for purchase, as do web sites like Amazon.com.  (Please note that this paper is not an example of APA format.)

General Format Guidelines

1. The paper should be typed, double-spaced with a margin on all four sides of 1 inch.

2. Paper size should be standard-sized, that is 81/2 X 11 inches.

3. Font size and type should be 12-pt. font, either Times Roman or Courier.

4. The order of the paper should be as follows:

a. Title Page

b. Abstract

c. Body

d. References

e. Appendixes

f. Tables

g. Figures 

5. Pages must be numbered.  The Title Page is page 1.

6. The body of the paper should include implications for nursing practice.  

7. Include appropriate headers throughout the paper

8. Spell-check your paper before turning it in.  There is no room for spelling errors in a scholarly writing.  Please remember that one must manually proof-read the paper in addition to using the spell-check tool on the word processing program.
Most of these programs do have a grammar check as well, but it is not fool-proof.
9. Do NOT plagiarize.  Use quotations when appropriate and paraphrase the rest of the paper.  The majority of the paper should be paraphrased and referenced according to the APA 6th ed.

10. Use references that are current.  References should not be more than 5 years old.
Your reference list should be primarily comprised of nursing journals, medical journals, and social science journals. Include at least four peer reviewed journals in the reference list. While the use of internet sites and publications intended for general public use is permitted, these should be used sparingly and only when pertinent to the work.
Writing Style

1. Don’t use colloquialisms.  This is the use of informal, common expressions generally used in casual conversation.  Use formal language and appropriate medical terminology.
2. Be parsimonious.   This means stingy.  If an idea can be communicated in a short sentence as opposed to a long one, choose the shorter one.
3. Scholarly papers are to be written in an unbiased style that presents information. Avoid giving personal opinion. Writing in the third person as opposed to the first person is appropriate.  Avoid using terms like “I” and “You”.
4. Avoid gender bias.  Please refer to the APA manual. 
Rules
The title page, references, figures, and appendices do not count towards the body of the paper.  If you are told to write a 10 page paper, the paper is 10 pages and does not include the title page, references, figures, or appendices.
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