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PopC 2200 Introduction to Folklore and Folklife
Quiz 1

Note: Be sure you read ALL the words in the questions and all the answers, or you may make a silly mistake.

1. Which of the following should be considered part of the definition of “folklore”?

A. All of the following


B. Tradition

C. Artistic expression



D. Community

2. What is the person from whom a collector collects an example of folklore called?

A. Content




B. Text

C. Fairy tale




D. Informant
3. Which of the following terms refers to a category of folklore, such as children’s folklore, fairy tales, or proverbs?

A. Diachronic




B. Synchronic

C. Theory




D. Genre
4. List TWO things people can learn by studying folklore:

                                          Beliefs and History
5. Which of the following would Oring be most likely to include under “lore”?

A. Both C and D



B. Neither C nor D

C. A quilt




D. African-Americans

6. Which of the following would Oring be most likely to include under “folk”?

A. Both C and D



B. Neither C nor D

C. A quilt




D. African-Americans
7. List FIVE things that a folklorist might study:

        Folk Dance, Jump Rope Rhymes, Nursery Rhymes, Folk Drama, Folk Art
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8. Tristram Coffin, a folklorist who died in the 1990s, joked that the disciplines of anthropology and literature got together and had a bastard child, who they named “folklore.”  Although this is not historically accurate (in the 1800s, folklore developed in opposition to both anthropology and literature), it does tell us something about what folklorists think the discipline is.  What do you think this joke tells us about what folklorists study and how they study it?  (Hint: What does folklore has in common with the disciplines of anthropology on the one hand and literature on the other?)

         The discipline of anthropology is based on the knowledge that culture impacts every aspect of human existence, and folklore is the accumulation of those same cultures brought to life in varies forms of song, art, dance, stories, rhymes etc.
Literature is the written work of culture, language, or period that is considered as a lasting work of merit, folklore is the story, the song, and the dance, etc. behind the written work we call literature. When you think of it based on these definitions it really does give insight into what folklorists think the discipline is.

9. Which of the following is NOT one of the 3 types of folklore listed by Wilson in his article “Collecting Folklore”?

A. Stuff people make with their hands
B. Stuff people make with words

C. Stuff people make with a needle and thread
D. Stuff people make with their actions

10. What is a version/variant?

     A variant is a particular form of something differing in certain respects from an earlier form or another form of the same thing.
     A version is a form of something that differs in some aspect from other forms of the same thing or from a customary.
11. Why do folklore texts show up in multiple versions/variants?

      Folklore’s are often told in different cultures, times, languages, and generations, therefore while it may be the same tale it may have a slightly different variation, or be a slightly different version from the original tale told, for example.
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12. What is a verbatim transcription?

      A verbatim transcription is an exact recording or copy of what was spoken or written.
13. Why do folklorists prefer to work with verbatim transcriptions (as opposed to summaries)?

The reason a folklorist prefers a verbatim transcription over a summary is that  a verbatim transcript reserves the structure of the spoken performance as an exact copy, holding onto the spoken performance’s informational content.
14. Which of the following pairs of terms means the same thing?
A. Myth and fairy tale



B. Genre and fairy tale

C. Fairy tale and wonder tale


D. Myth and wonder tale

15. Which of the following was an important part of why many early collectors of folktales, such as the Brothers Grimm, collected and published tales?

A. Nationalism



B. Elitism

B. Feminism




D. All of the above

16. If I tell a story about how I saw a ghost, it would be an example of:

A. A myth




B. A corrido

C. Folk medicine



D. A memorate
17. List THREE reasons why people tell Personal Experience narratives.

1.) PENS are a way of communicating an experience you want others to hear.

2.) PENS are told to gain or give empathy from or to others

3.) PENS share an experience some feel is important
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18. Brandes says that family misfortune narratives are specific to the US and are not told in other countries.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

         I do agree because I feel the point Brandes is trying to make when he says that family misfortune narratives are specific to the US and are not told in other countries is because America is considered the, “Land of the Free,” the “The Land Where Dreams Come True,” and in the time of our early ancestors America offered a promise of wealth and prosperity. I believe Brandes is trying to convey this when he states, “I call these narratives misfortune stories because they are literally stories of missed fortune or of aborted opportunities to gain fabulous wealth.”  He also states that, “They usually concern family figures of two or three generations past and are transmitted orally from parents to children.” Essentially Brandes when speaking of the land of the wealth states in his conclusion when quoting Garrett that that family folklore reflects a groups habits, drives, aspirations, and dreams pulling those who are together in both time and space. He concludes that misfortune stories too act as such in the lives of American people, and when we think back to why our ancestors first ventured across seas to grab hold of the ever promising “American Dream,” I would definitely have to agree.

19. Which of the following proverbs uses METAPHOR?

A. The early bird gets the worm       
B.  No pain, no gain

       C. You win some, you lose some
D. None of these

20. We wrote about how riddles and proverbs are similar.  But how are they different?  List TWO main differences between riddles and proverbs:

1. A proverb is a traditional statement passed on in fixed form by oral transmission and assumed to convey some ethical or philosophical truth.

2. A riddle is a question and answer meant for entertainment or critical thinking.

Additional Answers:

Four: Values and Culture
Seven: Folk Music, Folk Costume, Folk Belief, Riddles, Folk Medicine

Seventeen: Told as a response to a social setting.

                   Share knowledge of a lesson learned.

                   A Way of letting someone get to know you.

                   Insight into a person’s personality traits.

Twenty:    Structure is different; a riddle has two parts, a clue and an answer. The clue is given by one party and answered by another party. Proverbs are usually initiated and ended by one person.

Riddles confuse while proverbs try to make a point.

Riddles try to trick and confuse proverbs try to convey or make a point or make more understanding of a point.

