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This week I have been assigned to research pneumonia on the Center for Disease Control (CDC) website.
How to Evaluate Websites:
Step 1: Authority
         There is no individual author for this website. The links that came up after searching pneumonia on this site were all within the website itself and are copyrighted by the CDC. 
         Each page in the site has a Contact CDC link at the bottom of the page, as well as, their mailing address, email address and phone number are always visible once you scroll down to the bottom of any page.
Step 2: Timeliness and Continuity 
         The most recent article I found on pneumonia was last updated and reviewed November 9, 2012. There were 15,500 results when I search pneumonia and the farther you go back the older the material is and as far as I went back each page had two dates, an update and a review.
         The links are up to date and functional. They even have links to social media to follow this website from there.
Step 3: Purpose
         The targeted audience is the general public. 
      CDC pledges to the American people:
To be a diligent steward of the funds entrusted to it
To provide an environment for intellectual and personal growth and integrity
To base all public health decisions on the highest quality scientific data, openly and objectively derived
To place the benefits to society above the benefits to the institution
To treat all persons with dignity, honesty, and respect
Step 4: Content: Accuracy and Objectivity
         The CDC itself is accountable for their accuracy. The purpose of the website’s content is to inform the people of public health and safety matters. 
         Within a few websites I found other organizations from which content had been used. An article on pneumonia being a preventable disease and how vaccines can help, I found these content sources: National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases and National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases which directly contributed to this article.
         I did not find any advertisements or find it to have a bias approach 
Step 5: Structure and Access
         The website did load quickly and search results were also fast. There was not much of any decorative art on the page and what was there had links with it to further access the site. 
“The good, the bad and the ugly”: this website was easy to use and loaded quickly. I searched pneumonia from the home page and got 15,500 results. That is a lot of articles to look through if you are looking for something specific about pneumonia. Therefore, it would probably be best to be more specific when using this website. After using the search option on the home page there is a link that pops up on the right side called “search tips” which offers ways to narrow your search results. Possibly having a more in-depth search option from the home page could speed up this process. But overall I thought the website seemed user friendly and accreditable. 
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