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Quiz #2

1. Which of the following words is NOT part of how folklorists define myth?

A. Tale





B. Sacred

C. False




D. Believed to be true
2. Which of the following terms refers to how the members of a specific culture think about the world and their place in it?

A. Corrido




B. Worldview
C. Genre




D. Holiday

3. What does the structure of urban legends suggest about Americans’ worldviews?

A. That we prefer women to men.

B. That bad deeds go unpunished.

C. That teenagers should have as much sex as they want.

D. That we worry about the world and the other people in it. 

4. Do urban legends have to be provably false to be considered urban legends?  Explain why or why not.

· I think they need to be false. According to Brunvand most folklore is false on some degree to suit the manner in which they are often told. They need to be false in order to accomadate the changes that are made during the telling of such tales. These tales are often told by word of mouth where details are added or missed, or altered. The story would no longer hold truth if any of the structure was changed, which in urban legends or folk lore in general they are due to the variations from person to person. 

5. Explain why it is important for the hero to NOT be perfect.

· In order to create a hero, the reader has to be able to relate to the character. In real life no one’s life is flawless, having a perfect hero with no flaws would make him or her seem unreal, people empathize with someone who has had a few problems. People seem to relate better to someone who has had just as many problems as you or I, this gives them some humility, and makes their triumph over these flaws more believable and likeable. 

6. In his article “The Hero of Tradition,” Lord Raglan concludes that, because heroes’ lives follow the same structure, either these heroes did not exist or that their life stories have been changed to fit the pattern.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

· I think it depends on the type of hero. In modern times there are many interpretations for the definition of a hero. Each person has his or her own idea of hero. In the case of Raglan considering the lists provided with in the article that it is possible that they have been changed. I would think that telling the true story would be better. In old tales heroes needed to fit a certain mold to seem all the more heroic and changing their life so they would seem more incredible would facilitate this. Giving them a more perfect life makes them seem more powerful. Due to this it is possible to believe this. 

7. Give two examples of folk medicine:

· Herbs, tree or plant roots, fruits, insects, foods used for treatments of any illness ranging from cancer, malaria, warts, sore throats to arthritis (traditional medicine)
· Faith healing- prayers used to cure illnesses, or chants, any kind of religious or spiritual method done in purpose to help with an illness

8. Other than recipes and ideas about what is and isn’t edible, list two things that are part of foodways?

· The other parts of foodways are how it is acquired be it tradition or culture, how it is prepared, and who consumes it. The tradition and belief under which it is made is part of the foodways. It shows a cultures most basic practices, and beliefs, and customs. 

9.  Why do you think foodways are so closely tied to ethnic or national identity?

· They are so close to our national identity of ethnic identity because food is shaped by the culture, the geography, people tend to eat what they can get a hold of or what is native to their area. Doing this causes recipes and traditions to show our culture. Food always brings people together.  Many cultures fast, or eat certain meals on holidays and that identifies with their culture showing who they are as a people and a bit about customs and beliefs, and religion, and foods from that area. This allows for the tradition to passed among different generations. 

10. Which of the following influences what an individual eats?

A. Both B and C


C. Religion

B. Geography 


D. Neither B nor C

11.  The belief that if you break a mirror you will have 7 years of bad luck is an

            example of which of the following genres?

A. Myth



B. Folk medicine

C. Corrido



D. Superstition
12. Which of the following terms is synonymous with “wonder tale”?

A. Content



B. Text

C. Context



D. Fairy tale
13. True or false: Fairy tales are and always have been told primarily to children: False  

14. List three characteristics of the hero: 

· Three characteristics as listed by Raglan are the hero (usually male) is the son or daughter is born of a god or a king, there are warning signs or prophecies of the ascendance of said hero, the found a city or country, or rule a country as king or some form of leader. 

15. After their nasty break-up, Andy burned a photograph of his ex-girlfriend.  If he was hoping to hurt her through this action, it would best be considered an example of:

A. All of the following



C. Sympathetic magic
B. Contagious magic




D. Ominal magic

16. After their nasty break-up, Andy’s ex-girlfriend Jenn found some of his hair on her sink and burned it.  If she was hoping to hurt him through this action, it would best be considered an example of:

A. All of the following



C. Sympathetic magic

B. Contagious magic




D. Ominal magic

17. Give an example of RITUAL or RELIGIOUS folk medicine: 

· Many cultures believe that spirits can possess a person’s body so exorcisms are performed. In some religions an exorcism can be performed with the use of holy water, a bible, a priest, and prayers and chants to cast the demons out of the victim
18. Give an example of NATURAL folk medicine: 

· Many use garlic because it is believed to reduce high blood pressure, and lower cholesterol. 
19. Which of the following is an example of herbal folk medicine?

A. Taking ginger for an upset stomach
B. Praying for someone to get well

C. All of the above



D. None of the above

20. Which of the following is an example of ritual folk medicine?

A. Taking ginger for an upset stomach
B. Praying for someone to get well
C. All of the above



D. None of the above
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